Decision No. C98-216

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97R-296T

in the matter of PROPOSED rules regarding implementation of intralata equal access.

ruling on application for
reconsideration, rehearing or reargument

Mailed Date:   February 26, 1998

Adopted Date:  February 25, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement

1.
This matter comes before the Commission for ruling on the application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration (“RRR”) filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST” or the “Company”) to Commission Decision No. C98-105.  In its application, U S WEST seeks reconsideration of Rules 27.7.1 and 27.7.4.  

2.
Under Rule 27.7.1, customers would be allowed to preselect their intraLATA toll provider 30 days prior to implementation of IntraLATA Equal Access.  The Company contends that it does not have internal systems, other than a labor intensive manual process, to accumulate the preselection orders.  U S WEST states it would likely hire an outside agency to handle the preselection process.  The Company estimates that the agency would charge at least $80,000 for their services.  U S WEST believes that this charge could increase depending upon the number of customers the agency processes. 

3.
The Commission will deny this request for reconsideration.  No new arguments were presented by U S WEST to make us change our previous ruling.  We believe the preselection process is an important component in the transition to competition in the intraLATA toll market.   

4.
The next rule the Company seeks reconsideration of is 27.7.4.  Under this rule, a customer’s intraLATA toll carrier would be activated on the implementation date.  U S WEST states that it expects to receive approximately 60,000 change requests on the first day and 185,000 in total during the first week.  The Company contends that it cannot physically or technically comply with the rule, since its computer systems can only process between 25,000 to 30,000 change orders per night.  The Company suggests, as an alternative, a rule requiring it to use every effort to process all changes in a timely manner without prejudice to any particular provider.

5.
The Commission will deny this request for reconsideration.   Even if the current programming configuration of the Company’s computer system cannot change all projected change order for intraLATA toll providers in one night, U S WEST may design a method, in combination with the preselection process, to handle this cutover by the implementation date.  If  U S WEST still cannot accommodate the requirements of the rule by the implementation date, the Company may request a waiver.
  Any request for waiver should be filed in time to allow for full Commission consideration prior to the implementation date of Rule 27.7.4.

II.
Order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The application for Rehearing, Reargument, or Reconsideration filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. is denied.

2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
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ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
February 25, 1998.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________

Commissioners

� In its application, U S WEST asserts that based on its experience in other states, it typically is current between four and seven days after implementation.  In any application for waiver, U S WEST must provide necessary information supporting it asserted inability to comply with the rule.
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