Decision No.C98-119


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 98A-021CP-TA


THE APPLICATION OF Ute City Limousine, Ltd. FOR TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS AS A COMMON CARRIER BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE for the transportation of passengers and their baggage.





COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING


TEMPORARY AUTHORITY, in part





Mailed Date: February 5, 1998


Adopted Date: February 4, 1998


I.	BY THE COMMISSION





	Statement, Findings, and Conclusion:


		1.	On January 27, 1998, Ute City Limousine, Ltd. filed an application (DOCKET NO. 98A-021CP-TA) for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in charter service, between all points located in the Counties of Eagle, Garfield, Pitkin, and Summit, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and Denver International Airport, on the other hand.  This Application is restricted as follows: (1) to the use of vehicles with a minimum seating capacity of 9 passengers, excluding the driver; and (2) to the use of vehicles which offer luxury features including but not limited to telephone, television, and beverages.





		2.	The Commission gave notice of the application on January 20, 1998. Interventions opposing a grant of the application were timely filed by High Mountain Taxi and Rainbows, Inc., doing business as Rainbow Courier.  An intervention opposing a grant of the application was untimely filed by Vail Valley Transportation, Inc. and Vail Valley Taxi, Inc.  Interventions to this application were due on January 27, 1998.  The untimely intervention was not filed until February 2, 1998.  The intervention of Vail Valley Transportation, Inc. and Vail Valley Taxi, Inc. will be denied.


		3.	On February 3, 1998, the applicant filed a motion to strike the interventions of Hy-Mountain Transportation, Inc. and Rainbows, Inc., doing business as Rainbow Courier.  Response time to this motion will be waived. Both Hy-Mountain Transportation, Inc. and Rainbows, Inc., doing business as Rainbow Courier have a legally protected right to intervene in this application.  The motion to strike these interventions will be denied.


		4.	By § 40-6-120, C.R.S., the application for temporary authority is under consideration for a Commission order.


		5.	Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need.


		6.	The support filed on behalf of this application establishes that with the celebrity or VIP status of many individuals traveling to, from and about the Aspen, Colorado area, there is a unique unmet transportation need.  The required level of service is as luxurious as that which is normally provided by luxury limousines, while at the same time the needed passenger capacity requires the use of vans and or mini-buses.  The applicant is proposing to meet this niche market need by utilizing van and mini-bus type vehicles outfitted with, at a minimum, the same amenities as is required by luxury limousine standards.  This includes telephones, televisions, and beverage services.  Additionally, the vehicles' windows are to be tinted and the drivers are to be in uniform. The overall service, as described in the application, is to be at a level meeting or exceeding the quality demanded by those members of the public seeking a luxury service of this type.


		7.	The Commission finds there is a presently unmet need for such a niche market service as described above, but not to the full extent sought by the applicant. The support is centered around service in Pitkin County, and as such, this application will be granted in part, to provide call-and-demand charter service, between all points within Pitkin County, State of Colorado. 


		8.	The Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority granted and is willing, ready, and able to operate under all Commission rules and regulations governing carriers by motor vehicle.


		9.	This application for temporary authority is in the public interest and should be granted consistent with the above discussion.


		10.	The Applicant is advised that the granting of a temporary authority creates no presumption that permanent authority will be granted.


II.	ORDER


	A.	The Commission Orders That:


		1.	Ute City Limousine, Ltd. is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this order, with authority as set forth in the attached Appendix.


		2.	Ute City Limousine, Ltd. shall not commence operations until all requirements have been met and notice in writing has been received from the Commission that the Applicant is in compliance and may begin service.  If the Applicant does not comply with the requirements of this ordering paragraph within 30 days of the effective date of this Order, then ordering paragraph 1 above, which grants authority to the Applicant, shall be void, and the authority granted shall then be void.  On good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance, if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.


		3.	The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Decision.


	B.	This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.





	C.	ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONER'S WEEKLY MEETING February 4, 1998.








�LINK Word.Document.6 F:\\HOME/SHARE\\ESQ\\SEAL.DOC DDE_LINK1 \a \r�


( S E A L )


�


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY





�


____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director


��
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����VINCENT MAJKOWSKI�________________________________����R. BRENT ALDERFER�________________________________


Commissioners





CHAIRMAN ROBERT J. HIX, ABSENT


�
�









�
							Appendix 


							Page 1 of 1 Page


							Docket No. 98A-021CP


							Decision No. C98-118


							February 04, 1998











Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in charter service, between all points within Pitkin County, State of Colorado.








This Temporary Authority is restricted as follows:





(1)	to the use of vehicles with a minimum seating capacity of 9 passengers, excluding the driver; and 





(2) to the use of vehicles which offer luxury features including but not limited to telephone, television, and beverages
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APPLICANT:


Ute City Limousine, Ltd.


P. O. Box 2203


Aspen, CO  81612





APPLICANT'S ATTORNEY:


John B. Stuelpnagel


8055 E. Bethany Place


Denver, CO  80231





INTERVENOR:


High Mountain Taxi


111 C Airport Business Center


Aspen, CO  81611





INTERVENOR:


Rainbows, Inc.


dba Rainbow Courier


PO Box 4911


Frisco, CO  80443


INTERVENOR:


Vail Valley Transportation, Inc.
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF COLORADO





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


DOCKET NO. 98A-021CP-TA





DECISION NO. C98-118


(Page 1 of 1 Page)





I, Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado, certify that I served a true and correct copy of the above Commission Decision -- entered in the above numbered matter of record -- upon each of the persons whose names and addresses appear below, by mailing the same in sealed envelopes properly addressed, with sufficient postage prepaid to carry the same to its destination on the date noted on this certificate at Denver, Colorado.
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WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO





� INCLUDEPICTURE G:\\TRN\\GRAPHICS\\BNS_SIG.BMP \* MERGEFORMAT \d �


Director
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF COLORADO





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


DOCKET NO. «DOCKET_NO»-TA





DECISION NO. «DEC_NO»


(Page 1 of 1 Page)





I, Bruce N. Smith, Director of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado, certify that I served a true and correct copy of the above Commission Decision -- entered in the above numbered matter of record -- upon each of the persons whose names and addresses appear below, by mailing the same in sealed envelopes properly addressed, with sufficient postage prepaid to carry the same to its destination on the date noted on this certificate at Denver, Colorado.
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WITNESS MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Director
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