Decision No. C98-102


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 96S-201T


in re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by rico telephone company with ADVICE letter no. 31 and Amended advice letter no. 31.


DOCKET NO. 96A-154T


in the matter of the application of rico telephone company for a waiver of rule 19.5 of the COMMISSION’S cost allocation rules for telecommunications service providers and telephone utilities found at 4 ccr 723-27.


order granting reconsideration,�rehearing, and reargument


Mailed Date:  January 30, 1998


Adopted Date:  January 28, 1998


BY THE COMMISSION


Statement


This matter comes before the Commission for ruling on an application for reconsideration, rehearing, and reargument (“RRR”) filed by Rico Telephone Company (“Rico” or the “Company”) to Commission Decision No. C97-1403.  In its application for RRR, Rico requests that the Commission reconsider the appropriate time period to be used in the calculation of the refund resulting from the interim rate relief granted by the Commission.


The Company believes that it should be allowed to earn on the portion of its investment being transferred to U S WEST Communications, Inc., from June 7, 1996, when interim rate relief was granted until the transfer date.  Rico argues that if it is allowed to earn on the portion of its investment being transfered from February 1, 1997 only, the Commission will inappropriately confiscate a portion of the revenue related to the rate base between June 7, 1996, and February 1, 1997.  Addi-tionally, the Company argues that failing to allow it to earn on the transferred rate base portion would constitute a failure of the Commission to abide by the terms of its interim rate relief.  


Findings


		In light of the Commission’s decision to allow interim rate relief and its previous rulings in this case, we will grant the requested reconsideration.


ORDER


The Commission Orders That:


The application for reconsideration, rehearing, and reargument filed by Rico Telephone Company is granted con-sistent with the above discussion.


This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING�January 28, 1998.





THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����ROBERT J. HIX�________________________________����R. BRENT ALDERFER�________________________________


Commissioners


COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI�DISSENTING.
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COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI DISSENTING:


	I disagree with the majority opinion that Rico Telephone Company should be allowed to earn on the portion of its rate base being transferred to U S WEST Communications, Inc., from the time interim rate relief was granted.  I believe the proper time period would commence on February 1, 1997, when the Commission determined the assets were used and useful.
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