Decision No. C98-97


BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


DOCKET NO. 97A-297E


in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for an order approving its 1996 integrated resource plan.


order granting motion to modify procedural schedule and granting intervention


Mailed Date:  January 29, 1998


Adopted Date:  January 28, 1998


BY THE COMMISSION


Statement


On January 15, 1998, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “the Company”) filed a Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Shorten Response Time.  In its motion the Company explains that it has determined that it is necessary to modify a portion of the draft Requests for Proposals (“RFP”) and reconsider the appropriate method by which bids are evaluated in the RFP process.  The Company proposes an additional Public Participation meeting on February 4, 1998, in order to accommodate the opportunity for participants in the Public Par-ticipation Process to review, analyze, and comment upon the modi-fications.  The Company also proposes to reserve February 11, 1998, for an additional Public Participation meeting.  In its motion, Public Service indicated that if the Commission granted its motion, the previous procedural schedule set by the Commis-sion in Decision No. C97-1104 would not need to be changed.  Finally, the Company stated that in order for the Commission to consider this motion at its January 21, 1998 Weekly Meeting, it faxed a copy of the motion to the parties of record on the same date it filed the motion with the Commission.  


Timely responses were received from the Colorado Renewable Energy Society (“CRES”) and a joint response from the Colorado Office of Energy Conservation  (“OEC”) and the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies (“LAW Fund”).  CRES does not believe that the Company has stated good cause for reducing response time to the motion.  In that regard, CRES seeks a two-day extension.  The Commission will deny this request.  CRES was able to file its comments for consideration at the Commissioner’s January 21, 1998 Weekly Meeting.  As for modifications to the procedural schedule, CRES contends that at least three additional public participation meetings should occur.  The meetings would be separated by 14 days each, beginning no earlier than January 28, 1998.  


The OEC/LAW Fund believe that additional time and meetings are needed for parties to review, analyze, and comment on the revised RFP bid-evaluation materials.  They propose that at least two additional meetings be scheduled over four addi-�
tional weeks,� which would begin no earlier than January 28, 1998.  The OEC/LAW Fund believe that if the Commission were to grant its request, the existing procedural schedule would only have to be continued two weeks for the remaining dates.


Findings


The Commission agrees with CRES, OEC, and the LAW  Fund that additional time is needed for the parties to review  and discuss the portfolio evaluation and scoring process.  We believe this is a critical step in the development of the RFP process and the integration of resources into a final Integrated Resource Plan.   We find that the current procedural schedule should be continued to accommodate a two-week adjustment for all remaining dates, as shown below.


Date�
Action or Event�
�
February 27, 1998�
Close Public Participation Process�
�
March 13, 1998�
Issue RFP


Publish Notice of Bid Conference(s)


File Minutes of Public Participation�
�
April 13, 1998�
First Bid Conference (more if required)�
�
June 12, 1998�
Bids Due


Evaluate Bids�
�
August 28, 1998�
File Final IRP�
�



		2.	The Commission will not openly decide on how many additional meetings shall occur during this two-week extension nor will we decide on the timing between meetings.  The parties are directed to resolve this matter between themselves.


		3.	On January 5, 1998, the City and County of Denver through its Board of Water Commissioners filed a request for intervention.  Now being duly advised on this matter, we will grant the motion.


ORDER


The Commission Orders That:


The request to shorten response time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted.  The motion to Modify Procedural Schedule filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted consistent with the above discussion.


The request for intervention of the City and County of Denver through its Board of Water Commissioners is granted.


This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.


ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING�January 28, 1998.


 


THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION�OF THE STATE OF COLORADO����ROBERT J. HIX�________________________________����VINCENT MAJKOWSKI�________________________________����R. BRENT ALDERFER�________________________________


Commissioners
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____________________


Bruce N. Smith


Director
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� The OEC/LAW Fund believe that the first additional meeting would occur two weeks after the Company has provided the written scoring proposal.  Parties would then have two weeks to submit questions to Public Service prior to the first meeting.  At the first meeting, the Company would discuss its answers to the questions.  After the first meeting an additional two weeks is needed for the parties to formulate responses, coordinate with other participants, and submit their recommendations to the Company.  The final meeting would be scheduled for participants to explain their recommendations and express their final concerns.
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