Decision No. C98-21

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-565T

in the matter of The APPLICATION of sprint COMMUNICATIONS company l.p., for relaxed regulation of its intralata services under the commission’s emerging competitive service rules found at 4 ccr 723-24.

order granting application

Mailed Date:  January 13, 1998

Adopted Date:  January 7, 1998

I. by the Commission

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) for consideration of the Application for Relaxed Regulation of IntraLATA services filed by Sprint Communications Company L.P. (“Sprint”) on November 17, 1997.  In the application, Sprint requests that it be permitted to enjoy the relaxed regulation currently authorized for its Part 3 telecommunications services, and have that relaxed regulation extend to all intraLATA telecommunications services, including 10XXX dialing services, which Sprint is authorized to provide in the State of Colorado.

2. Sprint was originally granted relaxed regulatory treatment of interexchange services and other Part 3 services except non-incidental intraLATA telecommunications services by the granting of a stipulation signed by Sprint, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission Staff (“Staff”), AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., and the Office of Consumer Counsel in Docket No. 89A-420T.  In granting the instant application, the “incidental” limitation is removed, as is the prohibition against actively marketing on an intraLATA-only basis.

3. No interventions were filed in this docket.

4. Sprint understands that the Commission is in the process of formulating new telecommunications rules in Docket No. 97R-177T.  In the event the Commission promulgates new or amended rules governing telecommunications which rules contain provisions which are more relaxed than the terms of this Order, the more relaxed rule provisions shall supersede the provisions of this Order.  At the conclusion of the Commission’s rulemaking, Sprint shall identify the rule provision(s) which shall supersede the term(s) of this Order, and shall inform the Commission, in writing, of the rule provision(s) and of the provision(s) of this Order which the rule provision(s) shall supersede.  Sprint shall file this written notice with the Commission.  At the end of 14 days from the date of the filing of the notice, if no objection is filed by Staff, this Order shall be deemed amended without the need for a hearing by the Commission.

5. The Commission finds that granting this application is in the public interest because it promotes consistency of treatment among and between similarly-situated telecommunications providers, promotes administrative efficiency by having one standard apply to similarly-situated telecommunications providers, and promotes regulator flexibility.

6. The Part 3 intraLATA telecommunications services which Sprint is authorized to provide throughout the State of Colorado are subject to emerging competition within the meaning of Rule 2 of the Rules Regulating Emerging Competitive Telecommunications Service, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-24, and Title 40, Article 15, C.R.S.

7. By the granting of this application, paragraph 3 of the stipulation filed in Docket No. 89A-420T, should be amended by striking the existing language and substituting the following language:

3.
The relaxed regulation now authorized in this stipulation for Sprint for all of its part 3 telecommunications services is specifically extended to all intraLATA telecommunications services which Sprint is authorized to provide under its certificate of public convenience and necessity issued in Docket No. 89A-420T by Decision No. C89-1612.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Sprint Communications Company L.P. is hereby granted the relaxed regulation as more fully set forth in the discussion above.

2. If the relief granted herein is superseded by the rules adopted in Docket No. 97R-177T, Sprint Communications Company L.P. shall make the necessary filing described above.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING January 7, 1998.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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