Decision No. C98-13

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98L-002T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS, iNC.’S FOR AUTHORITY TO CHANGE ITS TARIFF ON LESS THAN STATUTORY NOTICE.

COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING A WAIVER
OF rULE 41(e)(3) of the COMMISSION’S
RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
WITH MODIFICATIONS

Mailed Date:   January 7, 1998   

Adopted Date: January 7, 1998

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings of Fact, and Conclusions
1.  On January 2, 1998, Great Plains Communications, inc. (“Great Plains”), filed its application seeking an order of the Commission authorizing it to change its tariffs by the addition of Lifeline and Link-Up services and the Colorado Low-Income Telephone Assistance Program.  The application further requests a waiver of Rule 41(e)(3) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, which rule requires noticing of the application in a newspsper of general circulation.  The waiver request regarding notice is the only matter before this Commission at this time.

2. Great Plains has only ten customers in Colorado.  Great Plains is requesting authorization to send notice to each of these customers via U.S. Mail, instead of providing notice in a local newspaper as specified in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 

3. Great Plains argues that direct mail is a less costly and more effective way of communicating the necessary information to its Colorado customers.

4. The Commission finds that giving notice to Great Plains’ Colorado customers in a less costly and more effective manner will benefit the public.  Therefore, the Commission will grant this waiver request.

5. The Commission, however, will reject the schedule Great Plains has proposed for mailing notice.  The Commission will require notice be mailed no later than January 8, 1998 as more fully set forth in Attachment A to this order.  This mailing deadline is required to provide some notice to the affected customers.

6. Furthermore, in reviewing the proposed notice, the Commission believes certain other modifications are also necessary.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The request for waiver of Rule 41(e)(3) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, filed by Great Plains Communications, Inc. on January 2, 1998, is granted as modified by the above discussion and Attachment A to this Order.  The Commission authorizes noticing of the tariff changes by mailing of a notice to the affected customers.

2. Great Plains Communications, Inc., shall mail notice in the form set forth in Attachment A to this Order to its affected customers no later than January 8, 1998.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
JANUARY 7, 1998.
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