Decision No. R97-1404

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97F-221G

the colorado office of consumer counsel,


complainant,

v.

atmos energy corporation, d/b/a greeley gas company,


respondent.

recommended decision of
administrative law Judge
arthur g. staliwe

Mailed Date:  December 24, 1997

Appearances:

Michelle A. Norcross and Simon Lipstein, Assistant Attorneys General on behalf of the Office of Consumer Counsel; and

Thomas R. O’Donnell, Esq., Denver, Colorado, on behalf of Atmos Energy Corporation.

I. statement

By stipulation filed December 17, 1997, the parties  agreed to settle the complaint case, with Atmos Energy Corpora-tion, doing business as Greeley Gas Company (“Greeley Gas”) reducing its annual revenues by $1.6 million, and customers in the various service areas enjoying reductions in their base rates between 2.46 percent and 9.35 percent.  This reduction in reve-nues is without any direct change to Greeley Gas’ previously determined rate requirement, capital structure, and cost alloca-tion as approved in Docket Nos. 93S-555G and 93S-688G.  Rather, the effect of this stipulation is to bring Greeley Gas down to its previously authorized rate of return from its current higher level.  A copy of the stipulation and agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit No. 1.

II. order

The Commission Orders That:

The stipulation and agreement tendered by the par-ties on December 17, 1997 is accepted.

Atmos Energy Corporation, doing business as Greeley Gas Company shall file an appropriate advice letter no later than five days after the effective date of this decision incorporating the various rate reductions as more fully set forth in the stipulation and agreement, said advice letter to be effec-tive upon one day’s notice.

The hearing in this matter scheduled for Decem-ber 16 through 18, 1997 is vacated.

This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-115, C.R.S.

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the pro-cedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stip-ulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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____________________
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Director
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