Decision No. R97-1350-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97C-388G

regarding the investigation of the justness and reasonableness of rates of peoples natural gas company, a division of utilicorp united, inc.

interim order of
administrative law judge
Ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  December 17, 1997

I. statement

A. On December 12, 1997, the parties to this proceeding, Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United, Inc. (“Peoples”); the Staff of the Commission; and the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) filed their Joint Motion to Modify Pro-cedural Schedule.  By this motion the parties seek an amendment to the currently existing procedural schedule to accommodate con-sideration of a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  The Stip-ulation and Settlement Agreement was executed between Peoples and the Staff, but not the OCC.  During a telephone hearing on December 11, 1997, the parties proposed and the undersigned Administrative Law Judge agreed to a revision of the current schedule to allow for consideration of the Stipulation.  Also on December 12, 1997, Peoples and the Staff filed their Joint Motion for Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and a Stip-ulation and Settlement Agreement.

Good cause having been shown the procedural schedule will be modified as set forth in the order below.  A hearing will be held on the Stipulation on January 13, 1998.  Additional hear-ing days, if necessary, remain scheduled for March 16 through 20, 1998.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

The procedural schedule is hereby modified as fol-lows:

	Event

	Date

	Peoples and Staff submit stipulation


	December 12, 1997

	OCC states, in writing, objections to stipulation


	January 6, 1998

	Hearing concerning stipulation


	January 13, 1998

	Discovery cutoff
	February 27, 1998



	Further hearing (if required)
	March 16-20, 1998






2.
All procedural requirements, including prehearing filings, are vacated except as set forth above.



3.
The January 13, 1998 hearing will be held as fol-lows:

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado



4.
This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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