Decision No. R97-1317-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-452CP

in the matter OF the application of constance l. lenti, 2600 s. oakhurst court, no. 32, glenwood springs, co 81601 for authority to transport passengers in taxicab service as a common CARRIER for hire.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
setting settlement conference

Mailed Date:  December 9, 1997

I. statement

A. For the reasons set forth below, this application is set for a settlement conference to be held on January 6, 1998, the originally-scheduled hearing date.

Applicant Constance Lenti has applied for taxicab authority in this application.  As originally filed, the applica-tion sought authority between all points within a 55-mile radius of a certain intersection in Glenwood Springs, Colorado.  There have been three restrictive amendments which have removed fringe areas in Leadville, Routt County, and Crested Butte.  The application remains strongly contested in Eagle County and 

B. Aspen/Snowmass.  The following factors have been considered in making the decision to require a settlement conference:

1. The application was filed pro se, although the Applicant has since retained counsel.  The application does not appear to be based on the inadequacy of existing service.  While over 300 support letters were filed, few mention inadequacy.

2. The application states that none of the areas sought has existing service, except for Aspen and Snowmass.  The Intervenors suggest this may not be true in the Vail Valley.

3. Applicant has proposed covering at least four geographic regions (Glenwood Springs/Carbondale, Rifle, Aspen/Snowmass, and Eagle County) covering over 9,000 square miles with six vehicles.  See application, paragraph 12.

4. If this case goes to hearing for the requested six days it will involve considerable expense for all parties.

5. Significant scheduling problems have arisen.  For a variety of reasons the hearings will not take place before late March or April.

C. This Commission has attempted to utilize alternative dispute resolution processes increasingly in the past few years.  The Commission’s mediation program in the formal and informal complaint arenas has proven successful.

D. In this particular situation it appears that early neu-tral evaluation could prove useful in helping the parties eval-uate the strengths and weaknesses in their positions, as well as narrowing, eliminating, and simplifying issues.  It is hoped that after an early neutral evaluation the parties will be in a better position to approach settlement negotiations.  The settlement conference should not add significantly to the costs to the par-ties, as all counsel are located in Denver.  Also, this will not extend the time required to decide the application, given the scheduling problems that have surfaced.

E. Therefore the parties are ordered to appear for a set-tlement conference on January 6, 1998.  The assigned settlement administrative law judge (not the undersigned) will issue further orders addressing the parameters and procedures to be utilized at that conference.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The parties to this proceeding are ordered to appear at a settlement conference before a settlement administra-tive law judge on January 6, 1998 at 9:00 a.m. in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.  The purpose of the settlement conference will be to apply early neutral evaluation to this application.

2. The hearing in this matter scheduled for Janu-ary 6, 1998 in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, is vacated.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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