Decision No. R97-1111-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97C-432T

regarding the investigation of:  (1) u s west’s interconnection mediated access system for compliance with the telecommunications act of 1996, the fcc’s first report and order, and pertinent commission directives relating thereto; (2) whether the commis-sion should order the implementation on or before december 31, 1997, of electronic data interchange system or other available long-term solutions for access to u s west’s operations support systems.

interim order of
administrative law judge
scheduling hearing and
establishing prehearing schedule

Mailed Date:  October 28, 1997

I. statement

A. By Decision No. C97-1000, mailed on September 30, 1997, the Commission issued an Order to Show Cause and Notice of Pre-hearing Conference.  The Commission scheduled a prehearing con-ference for October 17, 1997 for the purpose of setting hearing dates of this matter no later than October 31, 1997, a procedural schedule and any other procedural matters.

B. A prehearing conference was held as scheduled.  Appear-ances were entered on behalf of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”); U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”); the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”); MCI Telecommunications Corporation and MCImetro Access Transmis-sion Services, Inc.; McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.; Frontier Local Services, Inc.; ICG Telecom Group; Telecommunica-tions Resellers Association; TCG Colorado; AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc.; and Sprint Communications Company, L.P.

C. At the prehearing conference, oral rulings were entered on procedural motions, hearing dates were scheduled, and a proce-dural schedule was established.

D. On October 15, 1997, U S WEST filed a Motion for Admis-sion Pro Hac Vice for the admission of Attorney Robert Deitz to practice before the Commission in the instant docket.  On Octo-ber 16, 1997, U S WEST filed an identical motion for admission of Attorney Ray Fitzsimons to practice before the Commission in this docket.  The motions were orally granted.

E. On October 17, 1997, U S WEST filed a Motion to Dismiss this Proceeding.  Staff, OCC, and the CLECs orally responded, opposing the motion.  The motion of U S WEST to dismiss was orally denied.

F. U S WEST requested that the five-day notice for deposi-tions be waived.  It was ordered that depositions shall be con-fined to the scope of the proceeding which is the investigation of:  (1) U S WEST’s interconnection mediated access system for compliance with the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the Federal Communications Commission’s First Report and Order, and pertinent Commission directives related thereto; and (2) whether the Com-mission should order the implementation on or before December 31, 1997 of an electronic data interchange system or other available long-term solution for access to U S WEST’s operations support systems.

G. A procedural schedule and hearing dates were estab-lished as indicated in the following order.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motions of U S WEST Communications, Inc., for admission pro hac vice of Attorneys Robert Deitz and Ray Fitzsimons are granted.

2. The motion of U S WEST Communications, Inc., to dismiss this action is denied.

3. The five-day notice for depositions is waived.

4. The hearing of this matter is scheduled as fol-lows:

DATES:
October 27, 29, and 30, 1997

TIMES:
9:00 a.m. - October 27 and 30, 1997

1:00 p.m. - October 29, 1997

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado

5. The filing of testimony is optional.  Staff and intervenors shall file their testimonies and/or list of witnesses and exhibits no later than October 21, 1997.

6. U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall file its testimony and/or witness list and exhibits no later than Octo-ber 24, 1997.

7. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
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