Decision No. R97-1099

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-334BP

application of crossroads adventures usa, inc., inglewood, california for authority to operate as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
granting contract carrier permit

Mailed Date:  October 24, 1997

I. statement

This application was filed on July 24, 1997 and the Commission gave notice of it on August 11, 1997.  ABC Carriers, Inc., doing business as Denver Express Shuttle, Inc. (“ABC”), filed its Entry of Appearance and Notice of Intervention by Right on August 21, 1997.

By notice dated September 15, 1997, the matter was set for a hearing to be held on October 31, 1997 in Denver, Colorado.  On October 16, 1997, Applicant Crossroads Adventures USA, Inc. (“Crossroads”), and Intervenor filed their Stipulation for Amend-ment to Application Withdrawal of Intervention.  By this pleading the Applicant seeks to amend the application in a fashion which, if accepted by the Commission, will cause the Intervenor to withdraw its intervention.

The proposed amendment limits service to Denver Inter-national Airport to Saturdays and to service for groups of pas-sengers accompanied by a multilingual guide employed by the Applicant. While such a restriction might be unacceptable in a common carrier application, it is consistent with the service being offered in this contract carrier application, is admin-istratively enforceable, and it is accepted.  The intervention of ABC is dismissed.

A review of the file, including the verified applica-tion and the support letters, indicates that the service proposed is specialized and tailored to meet the customer’s distinct needs.  The Applicant is fit, financially, and otherwise, to pro-vide the proposed service.  The application should be granted.

In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recom-mended that the Commission enter the following order.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

Docket No. 97A-334BP, being an application of Crossroads Adventures USA, Inc., Inglewood, California, is granted in amended form.  Crossroads Adventures USA, Inc., is 

granted a permit to operate as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of:

Passengers and their baggage,


(1)
Between Denver, Colorado, on the one hand, and points in Summit County, Colorado, Vail, Colorado, and Aspen, Colorado, on the other hand; and


(2)
Between points in Summit County, Colorado, Vail, Colorado, and Aspen, Colorado, on the one hand, and on the other hand, Winter Park, Colorado, and Steamboat Springs, Colorado.

RESTRICTIONS:  This authority is restricted as follows:


1.
Part (1) and Part (2) are restricted to pro-viding service for the following named companies:  (a) LTU Turistik, Duesseldorf, Germany; (b) Divantoura, Gent, Belgium; and (c) Crossroads Travel, Zurich, Switzerland.


2.
Part (1) is restricted as follows:  trans-portation to or from Denver International Airport is limited to service on Saturdays and is also limited to groups of passengers accompanied by a multilingual guide employed by the permit holder.

The hearing in this matter scheduled for October 31, 1997 is vacated.

Applicant shall cause to be filed with the Commis-sion certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules.  Applicant shall also file an appropriate tariff and pay the issu-ance fee and annual vehicle identification fee.  Operations may not begin until these requirements have been met.  If the Appli-cant does not comply with the requirements of this ordering para-graph within 60 days of the effective date of this Order, then the ordering paragraph granting authority to the Applicant shall be void.  On good cause shown, the Commission may grant addi-tional time for compliance.

This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the pro-cedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stip-ulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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