Decision No. R97-1020-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97R-317T

in the matter of proposed rules regarding amendments to the rules prescribing the procedures for administering the low income telephone assistance fund, 4 ccr 721-13.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
suspending proceeding

Mailed Date:  October 7, 1997

I. statement

This proceeding was instituted by the issuance of Deci-sion No. C97-756, July 30, 1997.  By that decision the Commission gave notice of a proposed rulemaking regarding amendments to the Rules Prescribing the Procedures for Administering the Low-Income Telephone Assistance Fund, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-13 (Lifeline Rules).  The stated intent of the proposed amendments was to conform the rules to rules promulgated by the Federal Com-munications Commission (“FCC”) implementing 47 U.S.C. § 254.  The matter was noticed in the August 10, 1997 edition of The Colorado Register; a hearing was held on September 5, 1997; and supple-mental comments were received through September 12, 1997.

In order to be designated an eligible telecommunica-tions carrier (“ETC”) and thus eligible to receive Federal Uni-versal Service support, the Federal Communications Commission requires that carriers provide Lifeline services.  The designa-tion of ETCs will be done by this Commission and must take place prior to January 1, 1998.  As is clear from many of the comments in this proceeding, both written and orally offered at the hear-ing, there is substantial concern as to whether the FCC will require both toll blocking and toll control as part of the Lifeline services which an ETC must offer.  U S WEST Communica-tions, Inc., and several independent telephone companies have filed a Petition for Reconsideration at the FCC requesting that the FCC require either toll blocking or toll control, rather than both, for compliance with the Lifeline requirements.

Recently, this Commission opened a separate docket, Docket No. 97M-431T, to deal with the designation of ETCs.  See Decision No. C97-995, October 3, 1997.  The Commission has deter-mined that it will deal with the designation of ETCs in that pro-ceeding separate and apart from this rulemaking proceeding.  Therefore, consideration of this rulemaking proceeding will be suspended until after the FCC decision on petitions for recon-sideration of its decision.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

This rulemaking proceeding is temporarily placed in suspense pending a decision by the Federal Communications Com-mission on Petitions for Reconsideration of its Universal Service Order concerning toll blocking and toll control.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
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