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I. statement

This matter was heard on August 25 and 26, 1997.  At the end of the hearing it was ordered that posthearing statements of position be simultaneously filed by all parties no later than September 16, 1997.

On September 15, 1997, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) filed its Motion for Extension of Time to File Statement of Position and Request to Waive Response Time.  As grounds for the motion the OCC states that since the hearing “the attorney handling this case has carried the entire case load of the OCC, either personally or through the supervision of newly employed attorneys.”  It sets forth various tasks which the attorney for the OCC has been participating in, and also sets forth a non-specified personal emergency which caused the attor-ney for the OCC to be away from the office during a portion of the time since the hearing on this docket was completed.  The OCC seeks an extension of time until September 22, 1997 to file its statement of position.

The undersigned is hesitant to grant the extension.  The fact that the OCC has been intervening in and participating in dockets even though it was not sufficiently staffed in one sense creates self-induced problems.  However, the OCC does have a unique statutory voice in Commission proceedings which the undersigned will not muffle in this proceeding.  Therefore a brief six-day extension will be granted.  The OCC will be required to certify in its posthearing statement of position that no one involved in the preparation of the statement of position reviewed any statement of position filed by any other party in this proceeding prior to the filing of the OCC’s statement of position.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

The Motion for Extension of Time to File Statement of Position filed September 15, 1997 by the Office of Consumer Counsel is granted.  The Office of Consumer Counsel shall file its posthearing statement of position no later than September 22, 1997.  The Office of Consumer Counsel shall certify that no one involved in the preparation of the statement of position reviewed any statement of position of any other party to this proceeding prior to the Office of Consumer Counsel’s filing of its state-ment.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
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