Decision No. R97-655-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97F-245T

multitechnology services, l.p.,


complainant,

v.

u s west communications, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kiRKpatrick
denying motion for
expedited hearing

Mailed Date:  July 1, 1997

I. statement

This complaint was filed on May 30, 1997 by Muli-technology Services, L.P. (“MTS”).  The Commission issued its Order to Satisfy or Answer on June 12, 1997.  On that same date the Commission set the matter for a hearing to be held on August 8, 1997 in a Commission hearing room in Denver, Colorado.

On June 17, 1997, MTS filed its Motion for Expedited Hearing and Request for Shortened Response Time.  As grounds for the motion MTS states that it continues to suffer injury to its reputation and lose customers because of the alleged failure by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), to provide service as set forth in the complaint.  MTS also sought a shortening of response time to June 20, 1997.  On June 27, 1997, U S WEST filed its Response to the Motion for Expedited Hearing.  U S WEST objects to the Request for Expedited Hearing.  It points out that substantial discovery has been served by MTS.  In addition, U S WEST’s primary witness will be out of town from July 2, 1997 through July 21, 1997.  Finally, U S WEST notes that the currently-scheduled hearing date of August 8, 1997 is already rapidly approaching.

The Motion for Expedited Hearing is denied.  As U S WEST notes, the matter is already set on a somewhat expedited schedule.  In addition, Rule 72(a)(9) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure requires a party seeking a change in hearing date include new hearing dates which are available to all parties.  MTS has not provided any such dates.

For the reasons set forth above, the Motion for Expe-dited Hearing and Request for Shortened Response Time is denied.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

The Motion for Expedited Hearing and Request for Shortened Response Time filed June 17, 1997, by Multitechnoloy Services, L.P. is denied in its entirety.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
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