Decision No. R97-623-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97I-198T

in the matter of the investigation into u s west communications, inc.’s compliance with § 271(c) of the telecommunications act of 1996.

interim order of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel

Mailed Date:  June 20, 1997

I. statement

A. By Decision No. C97-463, the Commission opened this docket for the purpose of receiving comments from U S WEST Commu-nications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), and other interested parties con-cerning U S WEST’s compliance with § 271(c) of the Telecommunica-tions Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. 271.  The Commission stated that it needed to obtain information in order for it to consult with the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) pursuant to § 271(d)(2)(B) when U S WEST applies to the FCC for authorization to provide in-region interLATA telecommunications services.

B. The Commission attached to its Decision a proposed pro-cedural schedule (Appendix A), and proposed Section 271 issues for comment ( Appendix B).

C. The Commission scheduled a prehearing conference for May 13, 1997 for the purpose of establishing: (1) a procedural schedule; (2) issues to be addressed and information to be gathered; and dates for the receipt of U S WEST’S status report; filing of comments from other interested parties; and dates for  hearing. The prehearing conference was held as scheduled. Counsel appeared on behalf of U S WEST; Sprint Communications Company, L.P. (“Sprint”); TCG Colorado (“TCG”); AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc. (“AT&T”); MCI Communications (“MCI”); and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”).  The proposed procedural schedule and list of issues to be addressed were dis-cussed at the prehearing conference.  The parties were granted an opportunity to provide written comments after the prehearing con-ference concerning proposed Appendices A and B. Comments were filed by AT&T, U S WEST, and TCG.

D. On May 28, 1997, AT&T filed a Motion for leave to sub-mit a reply to U S WEST’s comments.  No response to the motion was filed. The motion is granted.

E. Having considered the oral and written comments of the parties, a procedural schedule is established in Appendix A, attached to this Order. U S WEST’S Status report shall contain the Section 271 information contained in Appendix B, attached to this Order.  In addition, the Commission will require all cer-tified local exchange carriers who provide local exchange serv-ices in competition with U S WEST (CLECS) to file certain Section 271 information as contained in Appendix C, attached to this Order. The CLECS are in the best position to directly provide the Commission with the most accurate information rather than to require U S WEST to obtain this information.     

F. The parties are reminded that all filings are to be on paper and in electronic format (3.5 inch computer diskette for-matted in Word or WordPerfect 5.1.).  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A procedural schedule is established as indicated in attached Appendix A.

2. U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall include the information contained in Appendix B in its status report. 

3. Certified CLECS shall file information contained in attached Appendix C.

4. Positions of commenting parties shall be supported by factual information to the extent possible.

5. Discovery shall be permitted in this Docket pur-suant to Rule 77 (a) and (b) of the Commission’s Rules of Prac-tice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

Treatment of any sensitive or proprietary informa-tion that is submitted in this Docket will be governed by the procedures of Rule 8 of the Commission’s Rules Establishing Procedures Relating to the Submission for Approval of Intercon-nection Agreements within Colorado by Telecommunications Car-riers, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-44, including Appen-dix A thereto. 
This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge



( S E A L )


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



g:\ORDER\198T.DOC
3

_927966029.unknown

