Decision No. R97-609-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-115T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF KING’S DEER TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC., to be designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier, an eligible provider, and carrier of last resort for the king’s deer telephone company exchange,

and

the application of king’s deer telephone company to receive support from the colorado high cost fund.

interim order of
administrative law judge
lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
deeming application complete AND
GRANTING MOTION TO RESCHEDULE HEARING DATE

Mailed Date:  June 13, 1997

I. statement, findings, and conclusions

This application by King’s Deer Telephone Company, Inc. (“King’s Deer”), to be designated as an eligible telecommunica-tions carrier, an eligible provider, a carrier of last resort for the King’s Deer Telephone Company Exchange, and as eligible to receive support from the Colorado High Cost Fund, was filed on March 13, 1997, with supplemental information and clarifications filed on April 18, 1997, and May 20, 1997.  The Commission noticed the application to the public on March 19, 1997, and set the matter for hearing on June 19, 1997.

U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), filed an inter-vention on April 18, 1997; Staff of the Public Utilities Commis-sion (“Staff”) filed its intervention on May 9, 1997.  On May 2, 1997, by Decision No. C97-457, the Commission deemed the applica-tion incomplete and referred it to an administrative law judge.  No testimony has been filed in the case.

On May 20, 1997, King’s Deer filed supplemental infor-mation and a statement of its belief that its application was complete at that point.  On June 4, 1997, King’s Deer filed a Motion to Vacate and Reset Hearing Date, in which it acknowledged that it would be virtually impossible for the parties to file all  of the testimony necessary to proceed to hearing on June 19, 1997, and in which it asserted that settlement negotiations are ongoing but that additional time is necessary to complete those negotiations.  The motion averred that neither USWC nor Staff objected to the hearing being continued.

The Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) has reviewed the file and concludes that the issuance of the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) in Docket No. 97A-012T (Ini-tial Decision No. C97-474) completes the necessary filings in this docket, and that the application should therefore be deemed complete.  The ALJ also agrees with the Applicant that attempting to hold the hearing on June 19, 1997, would be unworkable, and might discourage continued settlement discussions.  The Appli-cant’s motion to continue the hearing date to July 8, 1997, should therefore also be granted.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

The application by King’s Deer Telephone Company, Inc., to be designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier, an eligible provider, a carrier of last resort for the King’s Deer Telephone Company Exchange, and as eligible to receive sup-port from the Colorado High Cost Fund, filed on March 13, 1997, is hereby deemed complete as of the mailed date of this Order.
The hearing in this docket set for June 19, 1997, is vacated.  Hearing will take place as follows:

DATE:
July 8, 1997

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan, Office Level 2 (OL2)

Denver, CO 80203

This Order is effective immediately.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



LISA D. HAMILTON-FIELDMAN
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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