Decision No. R97-425-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-030T

in the matter of the application of local fone service, inc., for a certificate to resell local exchange telecommunications serv-ices and notice of intent to exercise operating authority in the state of colorado, and for authority to provide service as an EMERGING competitive provider.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
vacating hearing and
suspending procedural
requirements

Mailed Date:  April 23, 1997

I. statement

On April 2, 1997, Applicant Local Fone Service, Inc. (“Local Fone”), filed its Motion for Extension of Time to file testimony.  By this motion, Local Fone seeks not only an exten-sion of time to file testimony but also to vacate the hearing in this matter currently scheduled for May 2, 1997.  As grounds for the request, it is stated that the parties are negotiating and anticipate a settlement of all matters.

On April 15, 1997, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), filed its response.  U S WEST does not object.  However, U S WEST suggests that in the event parties are not able to reach a stipulation, Intervenor testimony and exhibits be due no earlier than ten days prior to hearing.

This Commission encourages negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  The hearing in this matter will be vacated and all prehearing filing requirements suspended.  Appli-cant shall file shall file a stipulated settlement or a status report indicating the status of negotiations no later than May 20, 1997.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

The hearing in this matter scheduled for May 2, 1997 is vacated.  All prehearing filing requirements are sus-pended.  Applicant Local Fone Service, Inc., shall file a pro-posed stipulation or a status report indicating the status of negotiations no later than May 20, 1997.  If no filing is made, the matter will be reset for hearing.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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