Decision No. R97-423-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-029T

in the matter of the application of mcimetro access transmission services company, inc., for price regulation under the commis-sion’s rules for specific forms of price regulation found at 4 ccr 723-38 and for RELAXED regulation of its private line services under the commission’s emerging competitive service rules found at 4 ccr 723-74.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  April 22, 1997

I. statement

On April 18, 1997, Staff of the Commission filed its Motion for Modification of Procedural Schedule and Motion for Waiver or Shortening of Response Time.  In its motion, Staff notes that Intervenor testimony is due on April 21, 1997.  Staff states that it, the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), and the Applicant MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc., have been in negotiations in an attempt to settle their respective inter-ests in this proceeding.  They have reached an agreement in prin-cipal and are now reducing that to a written stipulation.  Staff seeks time to reduce the stipulation and settlement to a writing rather than filing its testimony.  Staff suggests that Intervenor testimony and exhibits or a written and final settlement agree-ment be filed no later than April 25, 1997.  If the settlement agreement is filed, Intervenors need not file testimony and exhibits.  If testimony and exhibits are filed, they will be served either by fax or by hand delivery on April 25, 1997.  Staff represents that both OCC and U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), join in the motion.  Applicant has no objection to granting the motion with respect to Staff and OCC only, but Applicant opposes any extension for any other party.

The motion should be granted as to the settling par-ties, namely, Staff, and OCC.  U S WEST and MFS Intelenet of Colorado, Inc., the other Intervenors in this proceeding, are apparently not participating in the settlement agreements and therefore their testimony should be filed in accordance with the normal schedule.

It is anticipated that the hearing scheduled for May 1, 1997 will proceed.  Parties to the stipulation will be expected to present testimony in support of it.  Any Intervenor not party to the stipulation may present evidence in accordance with its interests.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

Staff’s Motion for Modification of Procedural Schedule is granted.  Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel shall file either their testimony and exhibits or a written final settlement agreement no later than April 25, 1997.

A hearing in this matter remains scheduled for May 1, 1997.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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