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I.
Statement

A. On March 31, 1997, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), filed a Motion to Dismiss or, Alternatively, to Stay Hearing, Request for Shortened Response Time, and Request for Prehearing Conference.

B. In support of its motion, U S WEST states that the issue raised in the instant complaint proceeding, namely whether U S WEST is properly interpreting and applying its tariff concerning the resale of Centrex Plus Services will be considered by the full Commission in Docket No. 96S-331T, The Investigation and Suspension of Tariff Sheets Filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., with Advice Letter No. 2617, Regarding Tariffs for Inter-connection, Local Termination, Unbundling, and Resale of Services, scheduled to be heard the week beginning April 14, 1997. Complainant, McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc. (“McLeodUSA”), is an Intervenor in the Interconnection and Resale Tariff Docket.  U S WEST states that the instant complaint should either be dismissed or stayed pending a decision in Docket No. 96S-331T.

C. On April 2, 1997, Complainant filed a Response objecting to the motion.

D. On April 3, 1997, a telephone conference was held at the request of U S WEST for the purpose of an oral ruling on the motion.  The conference consisted of counsel for U S WEST, McLeodUSA, and the undersigned Administrative Law Judge.  Argu-ments were entertained on the motion.

E. It is found that the motion of U S WEST to stay hearing pending the outcome of Docket No. 96S-331T should be granted.  Since the full Commission will rule on the issue raised in the instant complaint, it is prudent to stay the evidentiary hearing in the instant complaint proceeding pending the ruling by the full Commission.  To hold parallel proceedings on the same issue could result in conflicting decisions and would not be in the interest of administrative efficiency and the litigants’ resources.  An assessment will be made with regard to any outstanding issues remaining in the instant complaint case after a ruling in the interconnection and resale tariff docket.

F. On March 31, 1997, U S WEST filed a Motion for Entry Of Protective Order. The Motion is granted.

II.
order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion of U S WEST Communications, Inc., to stay evidentiary hearing pending the issuance of a decision in Docket No. 96S-331T is granted. The alternate motion to dismiss is denied.

2. The hearing currently scheduled for April 7, 1997 is vacated.

3. The Motion for Protective Order is granted. Con-fidential material shall be governed pursuant to the attached Protective Order. 

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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