Decision No. R97-379-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-012T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF KING’S DEER TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC., FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO PROVIDE LOCAL EXCHANGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES, PRIVATE LINE SERVICES, SWITCH ACCESS SERVICES, AND INTERLATA TOLL SERVICES,

and

NOTICE OF INTENT TO EXERCISE AUTHORITY.

INTERIM ORDER of
Administrative Law Judge
Lisa d. hamilton-fieldman
GRANTING MOTIONS TO MODIFY
PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE AND FOR
 MODIFICATION OF RESPONSE TIME

Mailed Date:  April 9, 1997

I. STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

A. This matter is before the Administrative Law Judge on motions from the Applicant King’s Deer Telephone Company, Inc., and Staff for extensions of time to file testimony and for other consequential changes in the procedural schedule in this docket.  Staff sought waiver of the response time to its motion; neither party sought to change the hearing date, presently scheduled for April 25, 1997.

B. The Applicant’s motion, filed on April 3, 1997, sought an extension for the filing of testimony and exhibits until April 7, 1997.  Staff’s motion, filed April 4, 1997, sought to delay the due date for intervenors’ testimony and exhibits from April 15 to 18, 1997.  Staff’s motion is premised in large part on ongoing, productive settlement discussions between the par-ties.  To date the other intervenor, U S WEST Communications, Inc., has not filed a response to either motion.

C. Because settlement discussions are ongoing, no party has asserted that the granting of the motions will prejudice them in any way, and no problems with statutory deadline compliance will result from the granting of the motions, both motions and the requests to waive response time thereto will be granted.  The modified procedural schedule proposed by Staff will be adopted, and discovery response time will be shortened to three days, with delivery to be either by fax with mailed copy to follow or by hand delivery.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Applicant King’s Deer Telephone Company, Inc.’s Motion for Extension of Time until April 7, 1997, to file direct testimony and exhibits is granted.
2. Staff’s Motions for Modification of Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time are granted.  Inter-venors shall file their testimony and exhibits no later than April 18, 1997, either by fax followed by hard copy, or by hand delivery.  In lieu of this filing, the parties may file a written and final settlement agreement by April 18, 1997, under the same filing conditions.

3. If a settlement agreement is not reached, discovery deadlines in this docket are shortened to three days, and responses shall be served by fax followed by hard copy or by hand delivery.  Hearing in this matter remains set for April 25, 1997, at 9:00 a.m.
4. This Order is effective immediately.
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ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



LISA D. HAMILTON-FIELDMAN
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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