Decision No. R97-308-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-155G

the application of four corners gas company for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to construct and operate a natural gas distribution system in la plata county, colorado.

DOCKET NO. 96A-208G

THE APPLICATION OF CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY, LA JUNTA, COLORADO, TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY (cpcn) TO PROVIDE NATURAL GAS SERVICE IN CERTAIN AREAS OF LA PLATA COUNTY, COLORADO.

DOCKET NO. 96F-256G

CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY,


COMPLAINANT,

V.

GREELEY GAS COMPANY, A DIVISION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION,


RESPONDENT.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
RULING ON MOTIONS AND
SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

Mailed Date:  March 26, 1997

I. STATEMENT

A. By Commission Decision No. C97-71, the Commission remanded the captioned dockets to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings: “(1) to clarify Citizens’  proposed service territories; (2) to provide additional data and findings regarding the impact upon Citizens’ plans to serve cus-tomers within the requested territory if the Grandview/Florida Mesa area is not granted to Citizens; and (3) to investigate other matters as may be appropriate (e.g., dividing the proposed service area between Greeley and Citizens in some appropriate manner)”.  Decision No. C97-71, page 9.

On February 4, 1997, Greeley filed a motion to amend its application in Docket No. 96A-284G; to consolidate this application with the application of Citizens in Docket No. 96A-208G; and for a procedural prehearing conference.

On February 18, 1997, Citizens filed a response object-ing to the motion.  On February 27, 1997, Greeley filed a motion for permission to reply to the response of citizens.  On March 7, 1997, Citizens filed a response objecting to Greeley’s motion to reply to response.

The Commission remand order in Decision No. C97-71 is very specific with respect to the scope of the remand hearing.  Consequently, the scope of the hearing to be established  will be strictly limited to the three issues outlined in the remand deci-sion of the Commission.  The motion of Greeley to consolidate its application in Docket No. 96A-284G with the application of Citizens, Docket No. 96A-208G will be denied.  The motion of Greeley to amend its application in Docket No. 96A-284G, deleting its request for clarification of its service areas in the Coun-ties of Dolores, Montezuma, and San Miguel, State of Colorado is granted.

The motion of Greeley for permission to reply to response of Citizens is denied.  The request of Greeley for a prehearing conference will be granted.

II. order

It Is Ordered That:

The motion of Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation to amend its application in Docket No. 96A-284G is granted.

The motion of Greeley Gas Company to consolidate its application, Docket No. 96A-284G with the application of Citizens Utilities Company’s application, Docket No. 96A-208G is denied.

The motion of Greeley Gas Company to reply to the  response of Citizens Utilities Company is denied.

A prehearing conference for the purpose of con-sidering procedural matters, a hearing date, and other matters that the parties may wish to raise is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
April 11, 1997

TIME:
1:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado

This Order is effective immediately.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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