Decision No. R97-35

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

APPLICATION NO. 34815

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO TO PLACE INTO EFFECT CERTAIN REVISED TARIFF SHEETS RESPECTING THE CALCULATION AND RECOVERY OF PURCHASED GAS COSTS.

RECOMMENDED DECISION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
APPROVING STIPULATION AND AGREEMENT

Mailed Date:  January 13, 1997

I. STATEMENT

A. By Recommended Decision No. R96-195, issued on February 22, 1996, a hearing was scheduled for December 17, 1996 for the purpose of reviewing the purchased gas costs incurred by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) during the annual review period of July 1, 1995 through June 30, 1996.

B. On October 7, 1996, a prehearing conference was held.  As a result of this prehearing conference, Interim Order No. R96-1087-I was issued which established a procedural schedule and a ruling that the review period of July 1, 1995 through June 30, 1996 would concern only actual gas costs, not prospective gas costs.

C. The review period included three applications, filed by Public Service to implement revisions to its gas rates in accord with its GCA tariffs, Docket Nos. 95L-429G, 96L-092G, and 96L-443G.

D. On December 16, 1996, a Stipulation and Agreement between Public Service and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) was filed.

E. It is found and concluded that the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed on December 16, 1996 by Public Service and Staff, which is attached to and made a part of this decision is in the public interest and is accepted.

F. Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That

1. The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed on December 16, 1996 by Public Service Company of Colorado and the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, attached to and made a part of this decision is approved.

2. The hearing scheduled for December 17, 1996 is vacated.

3. The next gas cost adjustment review of Public Service Company of Colorado, is set for hearing on December 16, 1997 at 9:00 a.m. at the Commission hearing room in Denver.

4. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

5. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

6. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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