Decision No. R97-14-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-437T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF STERLING INTERNATIONAL FUNDING, INC., FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING THE REGISTRATION OF APPLICATION AS A TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY.

DOCKET NO. 96A-437T

IN THE MATTER OF NOTICE BY STERLING INTERNATIONAL FUNDING, INC., FOR AN ORDER GRANTING THE PROVIDER OPERATING AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
GRANTING MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE TESTIMONY, VACATING AND RESETTING HEARING DATE, AND GRANTING PETITION TO INTERVENE

Mailed Date:  January 7, 1997

I. STATEMENT

A. On December 11, 1996, Applicant, Sterling International Funding, Inc. (“Sterling”), filed a motion for extension of time to file testimony to and including December 19, 1996.

B. On December 17, 1996, the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) filed a response to the motion objecting to the requested extension.  Staff, however, indicated that if Sterling wished to request a continuance of the hearing date currently scheduled for January 14, 1997 for a period of at least 15 days, Staff would withdraw its opposition to the motion. 

C. On December 20, 1996, U S WEST Communications, Inc., joined in Staff’s response.

D. On December 26, 1996, Sterling filed a reply to the response of Staff.  Sterling stated that it has no objection to extend the January 14, 1997 hearing date for a period of 15 days.

E. Since there apparently was confusion with respect to the deadline for the filing of Applicant’s testimony in this proceeding, the motion of Sterling for an extension to file its testimony will be granted and the hearing currently scheduled for January 14, 1997 will be vacated and rescheduled for January 30, 1997.  

F. On December 23, 1996, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) filed a Petition to Intervene Out of Time and Request for Shortened Response Time.

G. On December 26, 1996, Sterling filed an Opposition to the Petition.

H. Good cause having been shown by OCC, the Petition to Intervene Out of Time will be granted.  The OCC shall take the docket as it finds it.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That

1. The motion of Sterling International Funding, Inc., for an extension of time within which to file testimony to and including December 19, 1996 is granted.

2. The hearing of this docket currently scheduled for January 14, 1997 is vacated.

3. The hearing is rescheduled as follows:

DATE:
January 30, 1997

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado

4. The petition of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel to intervene out of time and request for shortened response time is granted.

5. This Order is effective immediately.



( S E A L )


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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