Decision No. C97-1437

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97M-063T
IN THE MATTER OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COLORADO HIGH COST FUND AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COST MODEL.
Order (1) Setting for Hearing the Motion for Approval of Stipulation and (2) Postponing the Deadline for Filing Statements of Position
Mailed Date:  December 31, 1997

Adopted Date:  December 30, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:


Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the joint motion for approval of stipulation and request to postpone deadline for filing statements of position.  The joint motion was filed by the Office of Consumer Counsel on behalf of itself, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., the Colorado Telecommunications Association, MCI Telecommunications Corpora-tion, Inc., Eagle Telecommunications, Inc./Colorado, doing busi-ness as PTI Communications, Inc., the Staff of the Commission, and U S WEST Communications, Inc.

2. The Commission will not approve the Stipulation and Agreement attached to the motion at this time.  Instead, the Commission finds that reopening the record in this matter to discuss the joint movants’ proposed resolution to the issues pre-sented in this matter would facilitate the Commission's decision.  Thus, we will set a one-half day hearing to be held on Janu-ary 15, 1998.

The Commission would like the hearing on the motion for approval of the stipulation to consist first of a joint presentation in support of the Stipulation and Agreement.  This joint presentation should not exceed 45 minutes.  The Com-mission then intends to conduct a question and answer session between itself and witnesses for the parties to this proceeding.  The party witnesses should be technical experts capable of answering questions on all aspects of the Stipulation and Agree-ment, including how the numbers were derived and used.  The Com-mission would like to question the witnesses simultaneously in a manner akin to a panel discussion.

In light of the above ruling, the Commission agrees that the January 5, 1998 deadline for filing statements of position should be vacated.  If, following the hearing on the Stipulation and Agreement, the parties still wish to file state-ments of position, the Commission will likely order a filing deadline of January 20, 1998.

ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The motion for approval of the stipulation exe-cuted by and between AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., the Colorado Telecommunications Association, MCI Telecommu-nications Corporation, Inc., the Office of Consumer Counsel, Eagle Telecommunications, Inc./Colorado, doing business as PTI Communications, Inc., the Staff of the Commission, and U S WEST Communications, Inc., will be ruled upon following the hearing described below.

The Commission shall reopen the record in this matter and conduct a hearing regarding the Stipulation and Agree-ment entered into by the above-identified parties as follows:

DATE:
January 15, 1998
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado
The hearing should be conducted consistent with the discussion set forth above.

The request to postpone the filing deadline for statements of position is granted.  The January 5, 1998 deadline is vacated.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING December 30, 1997.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER R. BRENT ALDERFER
ABSENT



( S E A L )


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



g:\yellow\063t.doc

4

_944991018.unknown

