Decision No. C97-1400

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97L-036G
THE APPLICATION OF K N ENERGY, INC. FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING IT TO EFFECT CERTAIN REVISIONS IN GAS RATES UPON LESS THAN STATUTORY NOTICE.
DOCKET NO. 97A-616G

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A REVIEW OF THE PRUDENCE OF THE GAS COSTS OF K N ENERGY, INC. DURING THE YEAR JULY 1, 1996 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1997
ORDER 1) CLOSING DOCKET NO. 97L-036G;
2) NOTICING THIS APPLICATION FOR PRUDENCE
REVIEW, AND, 3) REFERRING THE MATTER TO
AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE, INCLUDING
THE MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER
Mailed Date:  December 23, 1997

Adopted Date:  December 17, 1997

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:
I. BY THE COMMISSION


Statement

This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission ("Commission") upon receipt of the application of K N Energy, Inc. ("KNE"), for a review of the prudence of its gas costs incurred during the year July 1, 1996 through June 30, 1997.  This prudence review application was required to be filed by Decision No. C97-116, issued in Docket No. 97L-036G.  It was filed on November 21, 1997.  The application, as filed, satisfies the only outstanding requirement of Decision No. C97-116.  Thus, it is now appropriate to close Docket No. 97L-036G and open the other docket identified above to resolve the substantive issues presented in the application.

With respect to the application itself, it is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1580 Logan Street, OL 2, Denver, Colorado 80203.  KNE has pre-filed testimony and exhibits and is seeking a Commission decision within 120 days.  As of the date of this notice, KNE has not waived the time limits for processing the application under § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S. (1997).

Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file his petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, within 15 days after the date of this notice.

If you do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, you may send written comments addressed to:  ATTN: Docket No. 97A-616G, Public Utilities Com-mission, Office Level 2 (OL 2), Logan Tower, 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado 80203, (303) 894-2070.  This application will be processed in accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, found at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  As a matter of right, Staff may intervene up to ten days after the date the application is deemed complete.

This proceeding may be considered by the Commis-sion without a hearing if the application is deemed complete and no notice of intervention or petition to intervene is timely filed in accordance with § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

The Commission is hereby referring this matter to an administrative law judge for the Commission.  All other pro-cedural issues, including the hearing date, if necessary, shall be determined by that administrative law judge.

Finally, the Commission will also refer the motion for protective order to the administrative law judge.  The Com-mission believes that some of the material for which confidential and proprietary treatment is sought has been previously filed with this Commission without such treatment.  Thus, the Commis-sion further believes that the blanket protective order requested by KNE is overly broad in light of the absence of anything other than a conclusory statement stating the need for the entry of a protective order.  Without further information, the Commission is of the opinion that the protective order, as requested, is not fully warranted.  In ruling on this motion, the administrative law judge shall consider these comments.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

Docket No. 97L-036G is hereby closed.

All persons, firms, or corporations desiring to intervene shall do so within 15 days of the Mailed Date of this Order.

This matter is referred to an administrative law judge for the Commission.

Consistent with the above discussion, the admin-istrative law judge shall determine the procedures for this docket and rule on the motion for protective order after provid-ing K N Energy, Inc., an opportunity to supplement the justifica-tion set forth in its motion. 

This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 17, 1997.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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