Decision No. C97-1398

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-494T
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF WORLDCOM, INC. FOR APPROVAL TO TRANSFER CONTROL OF MCI COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION TO WORLDCOM, INC.
Order Granting Intervention and Referring Matter to Administrative Law Judge
Mailed Date:  December 22, 1997

Adopted Date:  December 17, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION


Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the petition for intervention filed by GTE Corporation and GTE Com-munications Corporation (collectively "GTE") on November 24, 1997.  WorldCom, Inc. ("WorldCom"), and MCI Communications Cor-poration ("MCI") jointly filed a motion for leave to respond to GTE's petition for intervention and in opposition thereto on December 4, 1997.  GTE then filed a response to the opposition on December 15, 1997.

The Commission will grant the motion filed jointly by WorldCom and MCI for leave to respond to GTE's petition and will consider all of the above-identified filings.

Upon review of the above-identified filings, the Commission finds that GTE has a substantial interest in the subject matter of this proceeding.  Therefore, pursuant to Rule 64(b) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, the Commission will grant the intervention.

In reaching this conclusion, the Commission notes that GTE's intervention does not appear to have been filed in an attempt to delay the Commission's review of this matter.  Thus, and consistent with representations made in its response to the opposition, GTE shall not be permitted to raise issues regarding its attempt to acquire MCI.  In short, this matter shall be focused on whether the transfer of control of MCI to WorldCom is in the public interest and whether GTE's allegations that there are significant anti-competitive consequences to an approval of the transfer are meritorious.

Finally, in order to resolve this matter in an expedient fashion, the Commission will refer this matter to an administrative law judge for expedited hearing.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

The motion for leave to respond to the petition for intervention filed jointly by WorldCom, Inc., and MCI Com-munications Corporation is granted.

The petition to intervene filed by GTE Corporation and GTE Communications Corporation is granted.

This matter shall be referred to an administrative law judge for the Commission for consideration on an expedited basis consistent with the scope limitation discussed above.

This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 17, 1997.
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