Decision No. C97-1394

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-540T
in the matter of the application of u S WEST communications, inc. for specific forms of price regulation.
order Setting prehearing conference,
vacating hearing date, suspending testimony
filing date, establishing protective
provisions, and granting interventions
Mailed Date:  December 22 , 1997

Adopted Date:  December 17, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

On October 31, 1997, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), filed an Application for Specific Forms of Price Regulation (“application”).  The Commission mailed notice of this application and set this matter for hearing on February 6, 1988.  The notice provided that U S WEST would file testimony and exhib-its within 15 days following the date on which the application was deemed complete.
  

On December 16, 1997, the Colorado Office of Con-sumer Counsel (“OCC”) and Staff of the Public Utilities Commis-sion (“Staff”) filed a joint motion to set a prehearing con-ference and for waiver of response time to the motion.  In their motion, the OCC and Staff expressed concerns that the February 6, 1998 hearing date does not allow the intervenors sufficient time to evaluate U S WEST’s filing, to conduct discovery, and prepare their answer testimony and exhibits.    In their motion, the OCC and Staff state that U S WEST has no objection to vacating the February 6, 1998 hearing date.  Now being duly advised on this matter, we will waive response time, grant the joint motion to schedule a procedural conference, and vacate the February 6, 1998 hearing date.  The Commission will set a prehearing conference for 9:00 a.m., January 8, 1998.  We will also vacate the January 7, 1998 date for the filing of testimony and exhibit by U S WEST.  However, U S WEST is put on notice that, at the January 8, 1998 conference, it will likely be required to file its direct testimony and exhibits soon after the prehearing con-ference. 

On December 16, 1997, U S WEST filed a motion to extend discovery response times, to limit the number of data requests, and for entry of protective order.  The Commission will grant U S WEST’s request for entry of a protective order in this case.  The protective order shall be the same protective order recently granted in Docket No. 96A-267T (Decision No. C97-1339), which provided:  (1) Commission staff shall have access to con-fidential information; (2) Commission staff need not sign con-fidentiality agreements; (3) Staff is not limited to the use of confidential information to this proceeding only; (4) Commission Staff needs to return confidential documents at the conclusion of the proceeding; and (5) counsel for the parties need not sign a confidentiality agreement in order to have access to confidential material covered by the protective provisions.

As for the request to extend discovery response time and to limit the number of data requests, the Commission will address these requests at the prehearing conference. 

The following parties filed interventions:  Sprint Communications Company L.P.; Teleport Communications Group, Inc.; MCI Telecommunications Corporation and MCImetro Access Transmis-sion Service, Inc.; ICG Telecom Group Inc.; AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc.; WorldCom Technologies, Inc.; and the Colorado Telecommunications Association.  We will grant these interventions.

II. Order

The Commission Orders that:

The joint motion filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and Staff of the Commission for setting a pre-hearing conference is granted and response time to the motion is waived.

A prehearing conference is set for:

DATE:  January 8, 1998


TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

1580 Logan Street, OL2

Denver, Colorado

The hearing on February 6, 1998 is vacated.

The date for filing testimony and exhibit by U S WEST Communications, Inc., of January 7, 1998, is suspended pending the prehearing conference.

The motion for protective order filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted consistent with the above dis-cussion.

Requests for intervention by Sprint Communications Company L.P.; Teleport Communications Group, Inc.; MCI Telecom-munications Corporation and MCImetro Access Transmission Service, Inc.; ICG Telecom Group Inc.; AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc.; WorldCom Technologies, Inc.; and the Colorado Tele-communications Association are granted.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING December 17, 1997.
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� At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting of December 17, 1997, the Commission deemed the application complete as of December 23, 1997, pursuant to Rule 70 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  Consequently,   U S WEST would be required to file its testimony and exhibits on January 7, 1998.





1

_934965416.unknown

