Decision No. C97-1330

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97L-571T

IN RE:  U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.’S APPLICATION FOR CHANGE IN TARIFF TO BECOME EFFECTIVE ON LESS THAN 30-DAYS NOTICE.

COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION FOR TARIFF CHANGES ON LESS THAN STATUTORY NOTICE

Mailed Date:  December 11, 1997

Adopted Date:  December 11, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement



On November 19, 1997, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), filed its application seeking an order of the Com-mission requesting permission to change its Local Exchange Serv-ice Tariff, Colorado PUC Tariff No. 15, on less than statutory notice.  A supplement to the original application was received on December 8, 1997.

B. Findings of Fact

1. U S WEST seeks to amend sections of its Original Tariff No. 15, specifically:  (1) the Table of Contents; and (2) pages on the Termination of Service - Company Initiated, Pay-ment for Service, and the Colorado Low-Income Telephone Assis-tance Program.  Copies of the Tariff sheets are attached as Appendix A.

2. U S WEST  is amending its tariff to incorporate the federal and state rule changes in the Lifeline and Link-Up Programs.  Under Commission procedures, these changes must become effective December 16, 1997, in order for U S WEST to meet the December 31, 1997 deadline to be designated an Eligible Telecom-munications Carrier.

3. To continue to receive federal Universal Service Fund (“USF”), a provider must be considered an Eligible Telecom-munications Carrier.

C. Conclusions



The purpose of requesting this tariff change on less than statutory notice is to continue the receipt of federal USF, which the Commission finds will be of benefit to the public.  Therefore, the Commission will grant this application.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The instant application, as supplemented, filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on November 19, 1997, is granted.

2. U S WEST Communications, Inc., is authorized to file an amended advice letter to place the tariff sheets attached to this Decision and Order as Appendix A into effect on December 16, 1997.

3. The advice letter and tariff authorized by this Decision and Order shall be filed on not less than one day notice, or in this instance no later than December 12, 1997.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 11, 1997.
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