Decision No. C97-1312

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97M-548T
IN THE MATTER OF RATE CENTER CONSOLIDATION WITHIN THE 303 AREA CODE, CREATION OF A SINGLE LOCAL CALLING AREA DEFINED AS ALL TERRITORY WITHIN THE 303 AREA CODE, AND PERMISSIVE 11 DIGIT LOCAL DIALING.
Supplemental Party Designation Notice
Regarding Bijou Telephone Co-Operative
Mailed Date:   December 9, 1997

Adopted Date:  December 5, 1997

I. TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

A. On November 21, 1997, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") issued its Order Opening Docket, Setting Notice Period, and Setting Procedural Schedule in this matter.  See Decision No. C97-1216.  By Decision No. C97-1216, the Commission designated the following persons as parties to this docket and stated that they shall have the burden of proof and the burden of going forward:  Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc.; ICG Telecom Group, Inc.; MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc.; Roggen Telephone Cooperative Company; Strasburg Telephone Company; Teleport Communications Group of Colorado; and U S WEST Communications, Inc.

B. The above list of persons was explicitly intended to represent all providers of facilities based local exchange service in the 303 area code.  See Paragraph I.B.1 of Decision No. C97-1216.  However, Bijou Telephone Co-Operative ("Bijou") was omitted from this list even though Bijou is such a provider.

C. In issuing this supplemental party designation, the Commission will not alter any of the procedural information set forth in Decision No. C97-1216.  While Bijou was omitted from the list of the persons made parties to this proceeding, Bijou was included on the service list of Decision No. C97-1216 and should have been aware of the Commission's omission.  Thus, the Commission finds that, since the first procedural date affecting Bijou is December 31, 1997, Bijou will not be unduly prejudiced by this delayed official notification of the Commission's intent to name it as a party to this proceeding.  As a result, all procedural information set forth in Decision No. C97-1216 remain in full force and effect.

D. Finally, all interested persons are hereby reminded that the evidentiary hearing in this matter shall be conducted by the Commission and shall commence on:

DATE:
February 11, 1998

TIME:
8:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room A


1580 Logan Street


Office Level 2


Denver, Colorado

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Bijou Telephone Co-Operative is hereby made a party to this docket and, along with the other facilities based providers of local exchange service in the 303 area code named above and identified in Decision No. C97-1216, shall have the burden of proof and the burden of going forward.

2. All procedural information set forth in Decision No. C97-1216 remains in full force and effect and, through this Order, applies fully to Bijou Telephone Co-Operative.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 5, 1997.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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