Decision No. C97-1286

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97S-526T

re:  the investigation and SUSPENSION OF tariff sheets filed by u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc., with advice no. 2678.

Decision Approving Exchange
Area Boundary Rearrangement

Mailed Date:  December 2, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 26, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On October 15, 1997, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), filed Advice Letter No. 2678.  The purpose of the fil-ing is to file revised exchange area maps for the Florence and Colorado Springs exchange areas.  Pursuant to the provisions of § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S. (rearrangements of exchange areas shall require a public hearing), we suspended the tariffs attached to Advice Letter No. 2678 and set the proposals for hearing

2. On November 19, 1997, we held a hearing to deter-mine whether USWC’s proposed tariff changes “will promote the public interest and welfare and will not adversely impact the public switched network of the affected local exchange provider or such provider’s financial integrity.”  See § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S.  USWC appeared and presented the testimony of a witness who supported the exchange area map revisions proposed in Advice Letter No. 2678.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we approve the tariff changes presented in Advice Letter No. 2678.

B. Findings and Conclusions

1. The wire centers affected by this proceeding are the Penrose wire center from the Florence exchange area and the Stratmoor wire center from the Colorado Springs exchange area.  More specifically, in planning to fill orders for a future busi-ness customer whose expansive ranch property primarily lies in the Penrose territory, USWC has determined that the distance between the service location and the existing Penrose facilities is five miles, whereas the distance between the service location and the nearest existing telephone facilities of the Stratmoor wire center are only 1.3 miles away.  Thus, USWC desires to serve this future customer from the Stratmoor wire center.  This future business customer is the only person affected by this proposed exchange area boundary change.  USWC provided notice of the pro-posed tariff changes to the affected future customer.  No com-ments were submitted by this person.

2. USWC further states that this future customer will not experience adverse impacts in the local calling area, tele-phone number change, or telecommunications services since the customer does not yet have service.  It should also be noted that the future customer was made aware that the proposal to serve him out of the Stratmoor wire center will result in an $8 per month zone charge increase.

3. We find that the revisions to the exchange areas proposed in Advice Letter No. 2678 and accompanying tariff sheets are in the public interest, promote the public welfare, and have no adverse effect on USWC’s financial integrity or the public switched network.  Therefore, the proposed rearrangements to exchange area boundaries meet the criteria set forth in § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S.

II. Order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The exchange area boundary rearrangements and map revisions proposed in Advice Letter No. 2678 are approved as just and reasonable.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., is authorized to file new tariff sheets implementing the proposals contained in Advice Letter No. 2678 on not less than one day notice.

2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargu-ment, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the Mailed Date of this Decision.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING November 26, 1997.
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