Decision No. C97-1283

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-447T

in the matter of the application of smartalk teleservices, inc., and conquest operator services corp., for an order authORizing the acquisition by merger of conquest operator services corp., by smartalk teleservices., inc.

commission order authorizing acquisition
of CONQUEST OPERATOR SERVICES CORP.

Mailed Date:  December 2, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 26, 1997 

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. This Application was filed on October 6, 1997 by SmarTalk TeleServices, Inc. (“SmarTalk”), and ConQuest Operator Services Corp. (“ConQuest OSC”) (collectively, “Applicants”).  The application, pursuant to §§ 40-5-105 and 40-15-303, C.R.S., and Rule 55 of this Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1, requests authority for SmarTalk to acquire ownership and control of ConQuest OSC.

2. The Commission issued a Notice of the Application  on October 10, 1997.  No petitions for intervention have been filed.  Thus, this matter may be decided without a hearing, as provided in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24 of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

3. The proposed transaction is structured as an acquisition of ConQuest OSC.  Pursuant to the Merger Agreement, ConQuest OSC will become a subsidiary of SmarTalk.  ConQuest OSC will continue to maintain its separate corporate existence.  ConQuest OSC’s authority and tariff will remain in effect.

Findings and Conclusions

SmarTalk is a California corporation that cur-rently does not provide regulated services within Colorado.

ConQuest OSC was authorized to provide non-optional operator services by Commission Decision No. C92-1651, Docket No. 92A-686T, mailed January 6, 1993.

We conclude that the application states sufficient grounds for Commission approval and is in accordance with appli-cable law and regulations.

II. ORDER
The Commission Orders That:

The requested acquisition of ConQuest Operator Services Corp., by SmarTalk TeleServices, Inc., is granted. 

This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING November 26, 1997.
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