Decision No. C97-1229

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97S-563T
RE:
THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC., WITH ADVICE NO. 2680.
ORDER ASSIGNING CASE
TO AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
FOR THE COMMISSION
Mailed Date:   November 21, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 21, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") upon its own motion.  On November 14, 1997, the Commission issued Decision No. C97-1202.  Consistent with its past practice regarding advice letters requesting authorization to make an exchange area boundary change, Decision No. C97-1202 suspended the effective date of the tariffs which accompanied Advice Letter No. 2680 filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., and noticed the hearing required by § 40-15-111(2), C.R.S.  The hearing was scheduled before the Commission immediately prior the Commission's weekly meeting on November 26, 1997.  Requests to change exchange area boundaries are generally non-contested and are, therefore, suitable to the above-described expeditious procedural treatment.

2. Decision No. C97-1202 provides that the intervention period shall expire on November 24, 1997.  On November 20, 1997, the Office of Consumer Counsel filed a notice of intervention by right which suggests that the exchange area boundary change requested by U S WEST Communications, Inc., in its Advice Letter No. 2680 is not in compliance with applicable Commission rules.  On November 21, 1997, Staff of the Commission also filed a notice of intervention by right.  It now appears that the hearing in this matter will be contested and that it would be impractical to conduct the hearing before the Commission immediately prior to its weekly meeting on November 26, 1997. 
Thus, the Commission finds that all parties and potential parties will be best served if this matter is reassigned to an  administrative law judge for the Commission.  The only change, therefore, shall be to the presiding officer and the hearing room assignment.  The administrative law judge shall confer with the parties to determine whether a recommended decision should issue or whether the complete record should be transmitted to the Commission for the entry of an initial Commission decision.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. This matter is hereby assigned to an administrative law judge for the Commission consistent with the above discussion.  The hearing in this matter shall commence on:

DATE:
November 26, 1997

TIME:
8:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room B

Office Level 2

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ emergency deliberations MEETING November 21, 1997.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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