Decision No. C97-1216

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97M-548T
IN THE MATTER OF RATE CENTER CONSOLIDATION WITHIN THE 303 AREA CODE, CREATION OF A SINGLE LOCAL CALLING AREA DEFINED AS ALL TERRITORY WITHIN THE 303 AREA CODE, AND PERMISSIVE 11 DIGIT LOCAL DIALING.
Order Opening Docket, Setting Notice Period,
and Setting Procedural Schedule
Mailed Date:   November 21, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 14, 1997

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Introduction

1. You are notified that the Colorado Public Utili-ties Commission (the "Commission") on its own motion at its Weekly Meeting conducted on November 5, 1997, has determined that a docket should be opened to address three issues.  Specifically, this docket will address: (1) rate center consolidation in the 303 area code; (2) the creation of a single local calling area defined as all territory within the 303 area code; and (3) permissive 11-digit local dialing.

This docket has its roots in Docket Nos. 97A-103T, 97A-288T, and 97K-396T.  In each of these dockets, the Commission has addressed issues pertaining to the projected exhaust of the 303 area code.  Additionally, and more relevant to this pro-ceeding, these dockets have also focused the attention on the need to more efficiently manage telephone number assignment and the potential benefits of telephone number conservation.  Number conservation may also potentially delay the introduction of the overlay area code ordered in Docket No. 97A-103T.  See Decision Nos. C97-761 and C97-901.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., by the filing of its application in Docket No. 97A-368T (consolidated with Docket No. 97M-329T as Docket No. 97K-396T), has previously agreed to fully participate in a docket pertaining to telephone number conservation measures in the 303 area code.
The first issue, rate center consolidation, if ordered by this Commission, will permit more efficient management of telephone numbers in the 303 area code.  The other two issues, while not conservation measures per se, will be considered in this proceeding because of their impact on the various rate center consolidation options the Commission expects to be pre-sented in this matter.

In addressing these issues, the Commission finds that it will be necessary for parties, inter alia, to propose possible rate center boundaries and set forth the optimal number of rate centers in the 303 area code, to describe the effect on local calling rates and toll revenues if the entire territory within the 303 area code is a single local calling area, and to identify the financial and technical implications of permissive 11-digit local calling (including the issue of intercepts).  The parties should also present evidence on whether rate center con-solidation and/or expanding the local calling area to the present boundaries of the 303 area code is in the public interest.

B. Parties; Interventions and Comments; Notice Period

As providers of facilities based local exchange service in the 303 area code, the following persons shall be made parties to this docket and shall have the burden of proof and the burden of going forward:  Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Associa-tion, Inc.; ICG Telecom Group, Inc.; MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc.; Roggen Telephone Cooperative Company; Strasburg Telephone Company; Teleport Communications Group of Colorado; and U S WEST Communications, Inc.

Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file his petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, within 20 days after the date of this notice.

If a person does not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, that person may send written comments addressed to:  ATTN: Docket No. 97M-548T, Public Util-ities Commission, Office Level 2 (OL 2), Logan Tower, 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado 80203.  Any person desiring only to file written comments shall do so on or before February 4, 1998.

The Commission, or its Staff, shall also conduct "town" meetings during the pendency of this docket at times, dates, and locations to be announced in the near future with the intent of providing additional opportunity for discussion per-taining to this docket.  These town meetings will not involve the taking of sworn testimony, and, therefore, will not be on the record.  It is our intent that the Staff of the Commission will prepare a report summarizing any comments pertaining to the issues in this docket for the purpose of submitting it into the record in this case.

C. Procedural Dates

The evidentiary hearing in this matter shall be conducted by the Commission and shall commence on:

DATE:
February 11, 1997

TIME:
8:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

Office Level 2

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

Hearings shall continue as necessary for approximately two days thereafter.  If needed, a prehearing conference shall be set at a later date.

The Commission shall conduct a public testimony hearing on February 11, 1998, between 4 and 6 p.m., in a Commis-sion hearing room at Office Level 2, 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado.  The public hearing will be an on-the-record proceeding with sworn testimony and an opportunity for the parties to cross-examine testifying witnesses.

Parties shall file and serve their testimony, or a detailed summary of testimony, and copies of their exhibits in accordance with Rule 22(f) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1, if the Commission Staff is not a party or in accordance with Rule 7(b)(5) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is a party.

Parties shall file and serve their testimony, or a detailed summary of testimony, and copies of their exhibits in accordance with the following schedule:

Testimony of persons made parties
by this Order:
December 31, 1997

Testimony of all other intervenors
January 26, 1998

The Commission encourages all parties to this pro-ceeding to stipulate to the data to be presented, especially to financial impact data.  Filings shall be in accordance with Rule 22(f) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is not a party or in accordance with Rule 7(b)(5) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, 4 CCR 723-1, if the Commission Staff is a party.  Service shall be accomplished by hand delivery or other same day service, as mutually agreed upon by the party making the filing and the party to be served.
D. Discovery

Each party filing testimony shall make available to all other parties all workpapers supporting that testimony.  The workpapers shall be available upon the filing of that testi-mony with the Commission.

Discovery relating to local exchange company tes-timony shall be responded to within ten days of receipt, i.e., in accordance with Rule 77(b)(1) of the Commission's Rules of Prac-tice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.  Discovery relating to inter-venor testimony shall be responded to within five calendar days of receipt.

If the applicable due date for a discovery response falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the due date is extended to include the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.

Discovery objections pertaining to testimony shall be filed with discovery responses.  As such, Rule 77(b)(3) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, shall be waived.

No discovery requests or responses shall be filed with the Commission or served upon the Commission's designated advisory staff.

All discovery disputes shall be referred to an administrative law judge of the Commission.

E. Other Matters

No witness will be permitted to testify and no exhibit will be received in evidence, except in rebuttal, unless filed and served as provided in this notice.

No motion for continuance will be granted except upon a finding of extraordinary conditions.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The following persons are hereby made parties to this docket and shall have the burden of proof and the burden of going forward:  Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc.; ICG Telecom Group, Inc.; MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc.; Roggen Telephone Cooperative Company; Strasburg Telephone Company; Teleport Communications Group of Colorado; and U S WEST Communications, Inc.

The procedural requirements discussed above are hereby adopted as the requirements for the present proceeding.

Consistent with the above discussion, hearings in this docket are set to commence at:

DATE:
February 11, 1998

TIME:
8:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room A

1580 Logan Street

Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING November 14, 1997.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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