Decision No. C97-1208

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-267T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF MCIMETRO ACCESS TRANSMISSION services, INC., FOR A CERTIFICATE TO PROVIDE LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE, AND NOTICE OF INTENTION TO EXERCISE OPERATING AUTHORITY AND CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY.

ORDER denying application for rehearing, reargument, and reconsideration

Mailed Date:  November 19, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 14, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

By Decision No. C97-1071, the Commission granted, on reconsideration, U S WEST Communications Inc.’s (“U S WEST” or “Company”) request to evaluate MCImetro Access Transmission Serv-ices, Inc.’s (“MCImetro”) limited testing of U S WEST’s Opera-tions Support Systems (“OSS”) based on the service standards con-tained in the Interconnection Agreement between the two com-panies.  The Commission noted in the decision that the parties shall include in their mid-test comments, their opinions as to the ability of   U S WEST to provide a level of service equal in quality to that which U S WEST provides to itself.  

MCImetro filed an application for rehearing, reargument, and reconsideration (“RRR”) on November 3, 1997.  In its application for RRR, MCImetro states that based on Decision No. C97-1071, there will be no criteria and therefore no means for MCImetro to determine if it is receiving OSS services in parity with that received by U S WEST’s end-user customers.  Further, MCImetro argues that the service standards contained in its Interconnection Agreement with U S WEST are currently in effect and the Commission has adopted no standards in its rule-making docket, Docket No. 96R-153T, that would replace the stan-dards in the Interconnection Agreement.  Consequently, MCImetro argues that for purposes of the above-referenced testing, the Commission should order U S WEST to measure the intervals (what-ever they may be) and compare those measurements to the perform-ance it renders to its end-user customers and those rendered to MCImetro for each of the criteria stated in Exhibits 3 and 4.

B. Findings

In Docket Nos. 96A-329T, 96A-345T, and 96A-356T, the Commission has directed U S WEST to provide information relating to the service standards presently utilized by the Com-pany in the provision of its own services.
  Furthermore, the Commission has issued a show cause order to U S WEST as to whether its Interconnection Mediated Access (“IMA”) system is in compliance with the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the Federal Communications Commission’s First Report and Order, and pertinent Commission directives in Docket No. 97C-432T.  Finally, the Com-mission reminds the parties that it has not rescinded the requirement that U S WEST is to provide to MCImetro, service equal in quality to that which it provides itself.  Likewise MCImetro is permitted to comment on the sufficiency of such serv-ices by U S WEST and, if appropriate, what corrective actions should be taken.  Consequently, the relief requested by MCImetro in its application for RRR is unnecessary.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The application for rehearing, reargument, and reconsideration filed by MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc., is denied.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING November 14, 1997.
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�  Although U S WEST has made three filings to date, the Commission has found them to be inadequate.  Nevertheless, the Company remains under obliga-tion to provide that information.
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