Decision No. C97-1182

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97L-408G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO ON LESS THAN STATUTORY NOTICE FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING IT TO REVISE ITS GAS COST ADJUSTMENT.
DECISION GRANTING RECONSIDERATION
FOR PURPOSE OF CLARIFICATION
Mailed Date:  November 7, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 5, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the applica-tion for reconsideration for purposes of clarification of Deci-sion No. C97-994 filed by the Colorado Energy Assistance Founda-tion ("CEAF").

In Decision No. C97-994, the Commission granted the request of Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Serv-ice") to grant an upward revision to its gas rates on less than statutory notice.  The amount of the gas rate increase took into account money Public Service expects to receive in the upcoming months due to the settlement of litigation before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  Under ordinary circumstances, Pub-lic Service would have refunded this money to its customers directly; however, Public Service requested and was permitted to accomplish the refund indirectly by using the money to offset the amount of the increase requested in the instant application.

The requested alternative refund procedure also provided for a portion of the refundable money to be donated to CEAF in an amount which approximated the amount CEAF would have likely received pursuant to a customer-by-customer refund under the terms of Decision No. C95-52 in Docket No. 94A-679E (the Fort St. Vrain settlement agreement) and § 40-8-101(2), C.R.S.  CEAF supported this alternative refund procedure.

In making its decision to approve the gas rate increase, the Commission acknowledged in Paragraph I.B.13 that CEAF obtained donations both through a customer's decision to contribute all or a portion of its refund entitlement and through a Commission order with respect to the undistributed balance of a refund.  Decision No. C97-994, however, only acknowledged the second prong of the donation scheme in Ordering Paragraph No. 2 (Paragraph II.A.2).  CEAF seeks to have Ordering Paragraph No. 2 clarified to describe both mechanisms by which CEAF obtains dona-tions related to a utility refund.

The Commission finds CEAF's request to amend Ordering Paragraph No. 2 to be consistent with the factual find-ings in Decision No. C97-994.  Thus, it will be granted, and the language set forth below shall replace Ordering Paragraph No. 2 as set forth in Decision No. C97-994.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The application for reconsideration for purposes of clarification filed by the Colorado Energy Assistance Founda-tion is granted.

Ordering Paragraph No. 2 of Decision No. C97-994 is stricken and replaced with the following:


2.
The Commission hereby grants Public Service's request to donate $1 million to the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation in lieu of customer donations of their entitlements in a direct customer solicitation and any amount of undistributed balance (up to 90% under provision of § 40-8-101(2), C.R.S.) that could have resulted from the customer-by-customer return of the refund to be received from the Colorado Interstate Gas Company.

The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargu-ment, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the Mailed Date of this Decision and Order.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING November 5, 1997.
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