Decision No. C97-1179

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97S-455T

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc., with advice no. 2675.

Decision Approving
Exchange Area Rearrangements

Mailed Date:  November 10, 1997

Adopted Date:  November 5, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On September 17, 1997, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), filed Advice Letter No. 2675.  The purpose of the filing is to revise exchange area maps for the Colorado Springs, Colorado and the Pueblo, Colorado Exchange Areas.  Pursuant to the provisions of § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S. (rearrangements of exchange areas shall require a public hearing), we suspended the tariffs attached to Advice Letter No. 2675 and set the proposals for hearing.

On October 29, 1997, we held a hearing to deter-mine whether USWC’s proposed tariff changes “will promote the public interest and welfare and will not adversely impact the public switched network of the affected local exchange provider or such provider’s financial integrity.”  See § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S.  USWC appeared and presented the testimony of a witness who supported the exchange area revisions proposed in Advice Letter No. 2675.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we approve the tariff changes presented in Advice Letter No. 2675.

Findings and Conclusions

The revisions to the exchange areas proposed here will enable the Midway Ranches subdivision, part of the Rancho Colorado development, to be served out of the Fountain, Colorado wire center in the Colorado Springs Exchange Area.  With the exception of Midway Ranches, all of the Rancho Colorado develop-ment is presently served out of the Fountain wire center.  There-fore, the exchange area revision proposed here will result in the entirety of Rancho Colorado being served out of the same wire center in the Colorado Springs Exchange Area.  There are no existing customers who would be affected by the change.  USWC issued notice of the proposals here.  No comments were filed with the Commission.
We find that the revisions to the exchange areas proposed in this Advice Letter and accompanying tariff sheets are in the public interest, promote the public welfare, and have no adverse effect on USWC’s financial integrity or the public switched network.  Therefore, the proposed rearrangements to exchange areas meet the criteria set forth in § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S.

II. Order

The Commission Orders That:

The exchange area rearrangements and map revisions proposed in Advice Letter No. 2675 are approved as just and rea-sonable.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., is authorized to file new tariff sheets implementing the proposals contained in Advice Letter No. 2675 on not less than one day notice.

The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargu-ment, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the Mailed Date of this Decision.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING November 5, 1997.
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