Decision No. C97-1098

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-373E

in the matter of the application of westplains energy, a division of UTILICORP united inc., for approval of its 1996 integrated resource plan.

order deeming application
incomplete, granting interventions,
and approving protective order

Mailed Date:  October 22, 1997 

Adopted Date:  October 22, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

On September 2, 1997, WestPlains Energy, a Divi-sion of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“WestPlains” or “the Company”), filed its 1996 Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-21.  On September 12, 1997, Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) provided written notifi-cation to WestPlains regarding deficiencies in its IRP applica-tion pursuant to 4 CCR 723-21.  Under Rule 70 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Company had until Septem-ber 22, 1997 to respond.  On October 9, 1997, Staff received a response which was dated September 19, 1997, but was returned to sender for postage.  We will consider this response timely in light of the postal problem.  In the response, WestPlains stated that the information Staff sought would be provided shortly in Appendix 3D.  The Company filed Appendix 3D on September 29, 1997, as a proprietary document.

The following parties timely filed interventions:  Colorado Interstate Gas Company; Colorado Business Alliance for Cooperative Utility Practices; CF&I Steel, L.P.; Cyprus Climax Metal Company; K N Marketing, Inc.; Public Service Company of Colorado; and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

On October 3, 1997, WestPlains filed a motion for protective order.

B. Findings 

A review of the information in Appendix A reveals that the third-party overseer’s report by Burns & McDonnell has not been submitted.  Furthermore, no information has been filed pursuant to Rule 4 CCR 723-21-9.4, which rule requires alterna-tive portfolio modeling.  As a result, the Commission finds that the application is incomplete.  WestPlains is encouraged to sub-mit this information within 45 days from the mailed date of this Order.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The 1996 Integrated Resource Plan of WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is hereby deemed incomplete pending the submission of the third-party overseer’s report and the alternative modeling requirements of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21-9.4.

WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is encouraged to file the necessary information within 45 days from the Mailed Date of this Order.

The following interventions are granted:  Colorado Interstate Gas Company; Colorado Business Alliance for Coopera-tive Utility Practices; CF&I Steel, L.P.; Cyprus Climax Metal Company; K N Marketing, Inc.; Public Service Company of Colorado; and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

The motion for protective order filed by West-Plains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is granted.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING October 22, 1997.
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