Decision No. C97-1073

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97M-063T
IN THE MATTER OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COLORADO HIGH COST FUND AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COST MODEL.
Order (1) Denying Discovery Response Time Extension and (2) Shortening Response Time
to Motion for Clarification of
Testimony Treatment
Mailed Date:   October 16, 1997

Adopted Date:  October 15, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

STATEMENT, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS
1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of two motions filed by U S West Communications, Inc. ("U S WEST").

2. The first motion requested a modification to Decision No. C97-144 to allow the parties a total of ten days within which to both object and respond to discovery requests.  Decision No. C97-144 set the discovery response time at five days.  The Commission notes that, even though the hearing in this matter was rescheduled, the time between the initial and answer rounds of testimony was not lengthened.  Thus, good cause to extend the time within which discovery responses should be made does not exist, and the Commission will deny this motion.

3. The second motion concerns the treatment of testimony filed in this proceeding prior to the adoption of Decision No. C97-937.  Specifically, the issue is whether all or part of such testimony will be considered by the Commission.  U S WEST requested that response time to this motion be shortened so that this issue can be resolved well in advance of the November 17, 1997 due date for answer testimony.  The Commission finds good cause exists for this request and will require that responses to the motion be filed on or before close of business on Monday, October 20, 1997.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion filed by U S West Communications, Inc., to extend discovery response times is denied.  Response time to this motion is waived.

2. The motion for shortened response time filed by U S West Communications, Inc., contained within its motion for a clarification of the treatment of previously filed testimony, is granted.  Responses shall be filed on or before close of business on Monday, October 20, 1997.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 15, 1997.
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