Decision No. C97-1071

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-267T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF MCIMETRO ACCESS TRANSMISSION, INC., FOR A CERTIFICATE TO PROVIDE LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE, AND NOTICE OF INTENTION TO EXERCISE OPERATING AUTHORITY AND CERTIFI-CATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY.

ORDER granting rehearing,
reargument, and reconsideration

Mailed Date:  October 16, 1997

Adopted Date:  October 15, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

By Decision No. C97-1008, the Commission directed MCImetro Access Transmission, Inc. (“MCImetro”), to provide local telephone service on a limited test basis to a group of up to 3,000 employees beginning no later than October 15, 1997.  In that decision, the Commission agreed with MCImetro that the appropriate service standards for this testing should be those contained in the Interconnection Agreement between U S WEST Com-munications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), and MCImetro (“Interconnection Agreement”) pursuant to Decision No. C97-858 entered in Docket No. 96A-366T.

U S WEST filed an application for rehearing, reargument, and reconsideration to the service standards adopted by the Commission in Decision No. C97-1008.  U S WEST states that it is inappropriate to evaluate any test by reference to the service standards contained in the Interconnection Agreement.  U S WEST notes that the Commission is currently considering serv-ice standards in Docket No. 97R-153T.  

B. Findings

MCImetro has stated that for the testing it will use paper orders, hand-delivered to U S WEST instead of using U S WEST’s electronic Interconnect Mediated Access system.  Upon reconsideration, the Commission finds that since MCImetro has chosen not to use an electronic interface system with U S WEST during the test, the service standards which were negotiated by the parties, which were most likely based on an electronic inter-face, should not apply.  Moreover, within Decision No. C97-1008, both MCImetro and U S WEST were directed to file comments on the testing within three days following the end of the fourth week of testing.  The Commission believes that the parties can use this filing to address the ability of U S WEST to provide a level of service equal in quality to that which U S WEST provides to itself.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The application for rehearing, reargument, and reconsideration filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted consistent with the above discussion.

MCImetro Access Transmission, Inc., and U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall include in their mid-test comments, pursuant to Decision No. C97-1008, their opinions as to the ability of U S WEST Communications, Inc., to provide a level of service equal in quality to that which U S WEST Communications, Inc., provides to itself.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING October 15, 1997.
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