Decision No. C97-982

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-297E

iN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1996 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.

ORDER GRANTING WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION
AND SCHEDULING STATUS CONFERENCE

Mailed Date:  October 1, 1997

Adopted Date:  September 26, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

On July 15, 1997, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “the Company”) filed its 1996 Inte-grated Resource Plan (“IRP”) pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21.  At the August 20, 1997 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting, the Commission discussed the omission of the Request for Proposals (“RFP”) information in the application.

On August 25, 1997, the Company filed a motion to withdraw its application for approval of its 1996 Final IRP, for a postponement of hearings on the 1996 IRP, and for acceptance of a schedule to issue a RFP for additional resources.

By Decision No. C97-895, dated September 4, 1997, the Commission deemed the application incomplete due to the absence of the RFP information.  Further action regarding this application was deferred pending consideration of the motion to withdraw by Public Service.

On September 8, 1997, the Colorado Renewable Energy Society (“CRES”) responded to Public Service’s motion to withdraw its IRP application.  Among other concerns, CRES states that Public Service should be required to comply with all IRP Rules, essentially as though no prior IRP had been considered.  CRES states that it is unacceptable to shorten the public par-ticipation process from 60 to 30 days as contained in Public Service’s proposed schedule.  In addition, CRES expresses concern about the content of the public participation meetings, suggests that a third-party overseer be designated by Public Service to chair the public participation process, and expresses concern about the content and form that data is presented by Public Service.  Finally, CRES suggests that there would be merit in discussing their suggestions and other general processes of the IRP with the Commission.

On September 11, 1997, Public Service filed a motion for leave to reply to CRES. The Commission will grant Pub-lic Service’s motion for leave to reply.  In its response, Public Service states that it has not withdrawn its IRP, but rather has withdrawn its application for approval pending completion of the IRP process.  Public Service states that the public participation process is for the purpose of soliciting comments on the RFP and not reopening discussion of the rest of the IRP.  Public Service opposed the proposal that the third-party overseer conduct the public participation process.  Public Service states that it has responded to CRES’s request for computer modeling and discussions of renewables and demand side management.

On September 16, 1997, CRES filed a motion for leave to reply to the reply of Public Service.  The Commission will deny this motion.

The Commission will grant Public Service’s motion to withdraw it application for approval of its 1996 Final IRP as filed in June 1997 and to postpone the hearings until the Company resubmits its IRP following the conclusion of the resource solicitation.  It would serve no purpose and constitute a waste of all parties’ resources to proceed with the application until Public Service develops its RFP and conducts its comprehensive resource acquisition process as required by the IRP rules.  Thus, the Commission will postpone the hearings on the 1996 IRP.

The Commission finds merit in CRES’s proposal that a status conference be held to hear comments on Public Service’s proposed procedural schedule.  The Commission will hold a status conference on October 8, 1997 at 1:30 p.m.  Therefore, the motion by Public Service to establish a procedural schedule will not be granted at this time.

The Commission is interested in hearing comments from the parties concerning:  how to develop a meaningful public participation process; the proper length of time for the public participation process; whether the instant docket should be closed; whether a new docket should be opened for the public par-ticipation process; and whether parties to the previous public participation process need to intervene again.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The portion of the motion by Public Service  Com-pany of Colorado to withdraw its application for approval of its 1996 Final Integrated Resource Plan as filed in June 1997 and to postpone any hearings until Public Service Company of Colorado resubmits its Integrated Resource Plan following the conclusion of the resource solicitation is granted.  

The motion by Public Service Company of Colorado to establish a procedural schedule is not granted at this time.  Instead, the Commission will hold a status conference on Octo-ber 8, 1997 at 1:30 p.m. to hear comments on Public Service Com-pany of Colorado’s proposed procedural schedule, how to develop a meaningful public participation process, the proper length of time for the public participation process, whether the instant docket should be closed, whether a new docket should be opened for the public participation process, and whether parties to the previous public participation process need to intervene again.

The motion of Public Service Company of Colorado for leave to reply to the response filed by the Colorado Renew-able Energy Society is granted.

The response of the Colorado Renewable Energy Society to Public Service Company of Colorado’s motion for leave to reply is denied.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING September 26, 1997.
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