Decision No. C97-962

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-364E
in the matter of the application of public service company of COLORADO for authorization under § 40-3-104.3, C.R.S. to provide electric service to five customers under contract.

Order Extending Time For Decision
Mailed Date:  September 23, 1997

Adopted Date:  September 17, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On August 26, 1997, Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") filed this application for authoriza-tion to provide electric service pursuant to § 40-3-104.3, C.R.S.  Under the provisions of that statute, the Commission is required to issue its decision on the application within 30 days, or September 25, 1997.  However, § 40-3-104.3(1)(b), C.R.S.,  per-mits the Commission to extend the time for decision for 15 days and, in extraordinary circumstances, for an additional 30 days beyond the 15-day period.

2. In the present case, the Colorado Office of Con-sumer Counsel ("OCC") has intervened and has questioned whether the statutory criteria for approving the application exist.  Con-sequently, the OCC has requested that the Commission set a hear-ing in this matter.  Since the OCC has stated sufficient grounds for the conduct of a hearing, and, therefore, a hearing must be conducted,
 a decision on the merits of the application cannot be issued by September 25, 1997.  In accordance with the provisions of § 40-3-104.3(1)(b), C.R.S., we will extend the time for deci-sion in this matter 15 days, to October 10, 1997.

3. Trigen-Nations Energy Company L.L.L.P. ("Trigen-Nations"), the Colorado Independent Energy Association ("CIEA"), and K N Marketing, Inc. (“KN”), have filed requests for inter-vention in this case.  The response of Public Service to the petitions by Trigen-Nations and CIEA raises a substantial ques-tion of whether these parties should be permitted to intervene in this matter.  In addition, we note that KN's petition was late-filed, and the time for response to that petition has not yet expired.  Therefore, the Administrative Law Judge assigned to conduct the hearing shall also rule upon all requests for inter-vention.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The time for decision in this matter is extended for 15 days to October 10, 1997.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING September 17, 1997.
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    � This matter was set for expedited hearing before an Administrative Law Judge by minute order at the September 17, 1997 Weekly Meeting.
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