Decision No. C97-940

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97K-396T

Consolidated dockets Nos.
97M-329T:  THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TASK FORCE FOR THE EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS IN COLORADO.

and

97A-368T:  IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE NUMBERING PLAN ADMINISTRATOR FOR AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT ALL FEASIBLE NXX CODE CONSERVATION MEASURES IN THE 303 AND 720 NPAS.  
Order of Consolidation and Setting Initial Pre-Hearing Conference
Mailed Date:   September 12, 1997

Adopted Date:  September 9, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the need to consolidate the two Commission dockets identified above and to set initial procedures.

Docket No. 97M-329T (the "Task Force Docket"), opened on August 7, 1997, established a task force to provide solutions to a more efficient management of telephone numbers in Colorado.  Specifically, the task force was charged with the objective of providing the Commission with a recommended solution to the long-term efficient use of telephone numbers within the area codes in Colorado, a timeline for the implementation of this 

2. long-term solution, and recommendations for interim NXX code and/or telephone number conservation measures.  With respect to the interim measures, the task force was required to take into account all measures to be the subject of the application to be filed on August 29, 1997, regarding NXX code conservation measures.  The task force intended to focus on the technical issues regarding number conservation.

3. Docket No. 97A-368T (the "Conservation Measures Docket") was filed on August 29, 1997, pursuant to Ordering Paragraph No. II.A.10 of Decision No. C97-761, the Commission's decision in Docket No. 97A-103T ordering relief of the 303 Numbering Plan Area to be implemented through the overlay method.  It is the Conservation Measures Docket that was referenced in the order opening the Task Force Docket.  The purpose of the Conservation Measures Docket is to enable the immediate consideration of and prompt implementation of NXX code conservation measures.

4. While the Conservation Measures Docket could proceed independent of the Task Force Docket, it appears that resolution of the major issues to be decided in the Conservation Measures Docket might occur more quickly with consideration of task force recommendations.  Moreover, many of those nominated to become a member of the task force in the Task Force Docket are the same persons who will likely play an integral role in the Conservation Measures Docket.

5. Thus, there appears to be a significant overlap of responsibilities and objectives between the Task Force Docket and the Conservation Measures Docket.  It also appears that the informal nature of the meetings to be conducted by the task force coupled with the authority to order certain action in the more formal application (Conservation Measures) docket will best carry out the intent of the directive in Ordering Paragraph No. II.A.10 of Decision No. C97-761.  Since the Commission believes no party will be prejudiced by consolidation and the issues are substantially similar, the Commission finds that the Task Force Docket and the Conservation Measures Docket should be consolidated.  The authority of the Commission to order certain action in the Conservation Measures Docket is not affected by this consolidation.

6. Having determined that the Task Force Docket and the Conservation Measures Docket should be consolidated, the Commission will now address the impact on the pre-existing procedures established in the Task Force Docket.

7. As all nominees to the task force established in the Task Force Docket are already aware, a task force meeting has been scheduled for September 25-26, 1997.  The previously announced agenda for that meeting should remain intact except that additional emphasis should be placed on the discussion of immediate conservation measures and actions related to them.  Discussions of these topics are of utmost importance to the Commission, especially in light of the consolidation ordered herein.

8. Due to the consolidation ordered herein, the Commission will expect all interested persons petitioning or noticing intervention in the Conservation Measures Docket (as consolidated) to attend the task force meeting scheduled for September 25-26, 1997.  The task force meeting will therefore double as the initial (off-the-record) pre-hearing conference in the Conservation Measures Docket (as consolidated).  Attendance by persons petitioning or noticing intervention in the Conservation Measures Docket (as consolidated) is expected even though the Commission will likely not be able to rule on the interventions prior to the conclusion of the combined task force meeting/pre-hearing conference.

9. Additionally, the Commission realizes that, through this Order, it has broadened the scope of the task force meeting to include policy and financial issues in addition to technical issues.  Thus, participating entities, including those previously submitting nominations in the Task Force Docket, should ensure that persons with knowledge of technical, financial, and policy issues impacting the implementation of NXX code conservation measures attend the combined task force meeting/pre-hearing conference.  If a participating entity previously submitted a nomination, then, if necessary, it should follow the procedures set forth in Decision No. C97-934 for identifying additional participants.

10. The purpose for combining the task force meeting with the initial pre-hearing conference is to facilitate the implementation of interim NXX code conservation measures at the earliest possible date in the event that the participants reach some sort of agreement on any interim measures.  If some sort of agreement is reached, including an agreement requiring further Commission action (e.g., an agreement to submit a majority and minority position for a Commission ruling), the participants shall request any appropriate and expeditious procedure available to the Commission.  Depending on the circumstances, such a request shall be made either through a filing or orally per Ordering Paragraph No. 3 below.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 97M-329T (The Establishment of a Task Force for the Efficient Management of Telephone Numbers in Colorado) is hereby consolidated with Docket No. 97A-368T (In the Matter of the Application of the Numbering Plan Administrator for Authority to Implement All Feasible NXX Code Conservation Measures in the 303 and 720 NPAS).  All future reports and filings should reference all three docket numbers contained in the caption to this Order.

2. The initial pre-hearing conference in the consolidated docket shall be held coincident with the previously scheduled task force meeting as follows:

DATE:
September 25-26, 1997

TIME:
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Conference Room 1

1580 Logan Street, OL1

Denver, Colorado 

The Commission will not participate in this meeting/pre-hearing conference; rather, it will be conducted by the chairman of the task force.

3. Formal agreements and recommendations resulting from this and subsequent task force meetings/pre-hearing conferences shall be filed in this docket for Commission review and/or approval.  Informal updates should be provided through the chair of the task force to the Commission at its regularly scheduled meetings.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 9, 1997.
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