Decision No. C97-885

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-048G
the application of k n energy, inc. for an order approving its proposed gas refund plan.

Order Approving Report of Refund
and Authorizing Disposition
Pursuant to § 40‑8‑101, C.R.S.
Mailed Date:  August 29, 1997

Adopted Date:  August 27, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the report, and related addenda, filed by K N Energy, Inc. ("K N").  K N is seeking approval of its report of refund and for authorization to pay the maximum allowable percentage of the undistributed balance of its refund, which refund was approved in Decision No. C96-346, to the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation ("CEAF").  Now being duly advised in the premises, we will grant K N's request.

B. Findings and Conclusions

1. K N filed an application seeking Commission approval of a gas refund plan.  This plan was approved on March 27, 1996 by Decision No. C96-346.

Out of a total refund amount of $109,603.53, K N refunded $86,793.92 to existing customers.  K N made avail-able $14,085.99 to be refunded to former customers for whom K N still maintained a name and address.  Of this amount, $656.10 was not claimed; however, not necessarily all of this amount pertains to the instant refund.  This correct allocation cannot be made since K N has not maintained the necessary information.  The remaining $9,128.82 represents the money of eligible customers for whom K N cannot identify the names and addresses. 

Section 40-8-101(2), C.R.S., permits the Commis-sion to order a gas utility to "pay up to ninety percent of the undistributed balance of a refund" to CEAF.  K N requests that it be authorized to pay the maximum allowable percentage (i.e., 90 percent) of the undistributed balance of that portion of the refund pertaining to customers for whom K N cannot identify the names and addresses to CEAF.  This amount represents 90 percent of $9,128.82.

With respect to the unrefunded amount of $656.10 which cannot be properly allocated, K N proposes to make a dona-tion of 90 percent of this amount to CEAF.

The Commission finds K N's request to be rea-sonable and in the public interest.  Therefore, the Commission will direct K N to pay to CEAF 90 percent of the undistributed balance of the refund, including 90 percent of the amount which cannot accurately be allocated.  K N shall be required to main-tain any unclaimed amount after remittance to CEAF in its refund account and consolidate this amount into the next refund with accrued interest.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

K N Energy, Inc., shall pay 90 percent of the undistributed balance of the refund (which balance amounts to $9,784.92 ($9,128.82 plus $656.10) as of July 11, 1997), which refund was approved in Decision No. C96-346 to the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation.

The Report of Refund, as clarified in the various addenda, filed by K N Energy, Inc., is approved.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING August 27, 1997.
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