Decision No. C97-883

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95I-499G
IN THE MATTER OF THE ANNUAL REVIEW OF GAS PURCHASES OF PEOPLES NATURAL GAS COMPANY IN CONJUNCTION WITH ITS GAS COST ADJUSTMENT
Order Denying, In Part, Motion to
Vacate Reporting Requirements
and Granting Extension of Time

Mailed Date:  August 29, 1997

Adopted Date:  August 27, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the motion to vacate ongoing reporting requirements filed by Peoples Natural Gas Company ("Peoples").  An out of time response in sup-port was filed by the Colorado Interstate Gas Company.  A response in opposition was filed by the Staff of the Commission ("Staff").

In its motion, Peoples argues that the promulga-tion of the Gas Cost Adjustment Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regula-tions 723-8 ("GCA Rules"), effective July 1, 1997, superseded the reporting requirements set forth in the Stipulation and Settle-ment Agreement which resolved the issues in this docket.  As such, Peoples is requesting the Commission to vacate the report-ing requirements effective immediately.

Alternatively, Peoples explains that, in the event its motion is denied, Staff does not object to the granting of a 60-day extension within which to file the report covering the period July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1997.  This report is presently due on August 30, 1997.  The Commission finds that accepting the agreed upon extension is in the public interest as it will cause a report to be filed covering a period of time that is not cov-ered pursuant to the GCA Rules.  The Commission will therefore grant this portion of Peoples' motion and will deny that portion requesting the reporting requirements to be vacated effective immediately.

Finally, reports covering periods commencing July 1, 1997 are governed by the GCA Rules.  Thus, as to these future periods of time, the reporting requirement set forth in the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement should be vacated.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

Peoples Natural Gas Company is hereby granted an extension of time through and including October 31, 1997, within which to file, pursuant to the Stipulation and Settlement Agree-ment resolving the issues raised in this docket, its annual gas cost review filing, covering the period July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1997.

To the extent the motion to vacate the ongoing reporting requirements filed by Peoples Natural Gas Company requests that the Commission vacate the requirement to file a report covering the period of July 1, 1995 to June 30, 1997, it is denied.

As for future reporting requirements, i.e., reports covering periods commencing July 1, 1997, the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement referenced above shall no longer govern.  Instead, Peoples Natural Gas Company shall file its gas purchase reports consistent with the Gas Cost Adjustment Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8.

This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING August 27, 1997.
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