Decision No. C97-794

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96F-528T
tony j. baltic,


complainant,

v.

u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc.,


respondent.

Order Denying Request To Amend Decision
Mailed Date:  August 7, 1997

Adopted Date:  August 6, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Response to Decision No. C97-265 filed by Com-plainant Tony J. Baltic on July 14, 1997.  In that filing, Com-plainant requests that the Commission reconsider and amend Deci-sion No. C97-265,
 pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-112, C.R.S. (upon notice to the public utility affected, commission may rescind, alter, or amend any decision).  Assuming that Com-plainant's request to amend our prior decision under the provi-sions of § 40-6-112, C.R.S., is proper, we deny the request.

2. In Decision No. C97-265, we dismissed Mr. Baltic's complaint against U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), on the grounds that the Commission lacks jurisdiction over his dispute with USWC.  As stated in his most recent pleading, Mr. Baltic is essentially complaining of USWC's attempts to collect an alleged debt relating to a non-regulated activity.
  Specifically, Com-plainant is objecting to USWC's reference of a disputed charge to a collection agency for disposition.  Mr. Baltic claims that USWC's referral of the contested charge to a collection agency will harm his credit record.

3. We note that credit reporting disputes are not matters within the Commission's jurisdiction.  Since the dispute between Complainant and USWC does not directly involve a regu-lated service or regulated operations, we deny the request to amend Decision No. C97-265.

ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The request to rescind, alter, or amend Decision No. C97-265 filed by Complainant Tony J. Baltic on July 14, 1997 is denied.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING August 6, 1997.
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    � The pleading by Mr. Baltic states that he previously filed with the Commission an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration in accordance with the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.  Complainant states that he timely filed that request for reconsideration on March 19, 1997.  However, Commission records do not reflect the filing of that request for reconsideration.  Therefore, since the current filing by Complainant was submitted more than 20 days after the issuance of Decision No. C97-265, it cannot be considered as an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration under § 40-6-114.  The Commission, in the instant decision, construes Complainant's July 14, 1997 filing solely as a request to amend our prior decision pursuant to § 40-6-112, C.R.S.


    � The underlying dispute between the parties here concerns USWC's claim that Mr. Baltic damaged one of its cables, and USWC's subsequent attempts to collect from Complainant the costs for repair of that cable.  However, USWC has not threatened shut-off of utility service as part of its efforts to collect its claimed charges.
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