Decision No. C97-753

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-156T
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PHILLIPS COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY TO AMEND ITS EXCHANGE BOUNDARY TO ACQUIRE A PORTION OF THE SERVICE TERRITORY OF EAGLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC./COLORADO D/B/A PTI COMMUNICATIONS AND JOINDER IN APPLICATION BY EAGLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC./COLORADO D/B/A PTI COMMUNICATIONS.
Decision Approving Exchange Area Rearrangements and Closing the Docket
Mailed Date:  July 31, 1997

Adopted Date:  July 29, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

On April 7, 1997, and as supplemented on April 17, 1997, Phillips County Telephone Company ("Phillips") filed an application to amend its exchange boundary by acquiring a portion of the service territory of Eagle Telecommunications, Inc./Colorado, doing business as PTI Communications ("PTI").  On May 20, 1997, Phillips moved to postpone the date for deeming the application complete and to vacate and reset the hearing date.  The primary purpose of this motion was to enable PTI, to join in the application as Phillips' proposed exchange boundary change would also effect a change to PTI's exchange boundaries.  This motion was granted by Decision No. C97-535.

On June 27, 1997, following the filing of PTI's joinder in the application on June 9, 1997, this matter was renoticed.  No person has intervened in this matter.

The purpose of this joint application is to pro-vide service in an expeditious and economical manner to a single customer residing in Wray, Colorado.  This customer's property spans the service territory boundary between Phillips and PTI, and the customer, which has built a new home, will receive its telephone service from two separate telephone companies in dif-ferent exchange areas if this application is not granted.  

Pursuant to § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S., the Commission held a hearing on July 16, 1997, to determine whether this pro-posal "will promote the public interest and welfare and will not adversely impact the public switched network of the affected local exchange provider or such provider's financial integrity."

Now being duly advised in the premises, the Commis-sion will grant the application.

II. Findings and Conclusion

The proposed exchange boundary change will permit one of Phillips' existing customers to continue to receive serv-ice from Phillips in its new home, which new home is presently located within PTI's service territory.  The cost to PTI, and ultimately the affected customer, of providing telephone service would be prohibitive.  Additionally, it is inefficient for a cus-tomer to be served by two separate telephone companies simply because that customer's property spans a telephone company's service territory boundary.  The Commission finds that this exchange area boundary change should be approved.

The Commission further finds that these changes, as fully described in the application and joinder to the applica-tion, with its accompanying tariff sheets, are in the public interest, promote public welfare, and have no adverse affect on the financial integrity of either Phillips or PTI or on the pub-lic switch network.  Thus, the proposed modifications meet the criteria set forth in § 40-15-206(2), C.R.S.

III. ORDER:

The Commission Orders That:

The exchange area rearrangements and map revisions proposed in the application filed by Phillips County Telephone Company and joined by Eagle Telecommunications, Inc./Colorado, doing business as PTI Communications, are approved as just and reasonable.  Phillips County Telephone Company and Eagle Telecom-munications, Inc./Colorado, doing business as PTI Communications, are authorized to file, under an advice letter, new tariff sheets implementing the proposals contained in the joint application on not less than one day’s notice.

This docket is hereby closed.

This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING July 29, 1997.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________

Commissioners



( S E A L )


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



g:\yellow\156t.doc

3

_931088737.unknown

