Decision No. C97-697

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-345T

in the matter of the interconnection contract negotiations between at&t communications of the mountain states, inc., and u s west communications, inc., pursuant to 47 U.S.C., Section 252.

DOCKET NO. 96A-356T

in the matter of icg telecom group inc. PETITION for arbitration pursuant to section 252(b) of the telecommunications act of 1996 to establish certain terms and conditions of an interconnection agreement with u s west communications, inc.

Order Granting Extension Of Time
Mailed Date:  July 10, 1997

Adopted Date:  July 9, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Motion for Extension of Time and Request for Shortened Response Time filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), on July 1, 1997.  In the motion, USWC requests that we extend the time for filing applications for reconsideration to Decision No. C97-572 by 15 days to July 16, 1997.  USWC also requests that we extend the time for filing interconnection agreements to 15 days following the decisions on any applications for reconsideration.

2. Now being duly advised in the matter, we will grant the motion in part only.  We will extend the time for fil-ing requests for reconsideration to Decision No. C97-572 to 12:00 p.m. on July 14, 1997.  USWC's request to extend the time for filing interconnection agreements to 15 days following the decision on any applications for reconsideration will not be granted at this time.  We will reserve ruling on this portion of the motion pending the filing of requests for reconsideration.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the Motion for Extension of Time and Request for Shortened Response Time filed by U S WEST Com-munications, Inc., on July 1, 1997 is waived.  The motion for extension of time to file applications for reconsideration to Decision No. C97-572 is granted, in part.  Requests for recon-sideration to Decision No. C97-572 shall be filed on or before 12:00 p.m. on July 14, 1997.  Ruling upon the request to extend the time for filing interconnection agreements to 15 days fol-lowing decisions on applications for reconsideration is reserved for the future.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING July 9, 1997.
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________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
DISSENTING.

III. COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI DISSENTING:
A. I would deny the Motion for Extension of Time and Request for Shortened Response Time filed by U S WEST Communica-tions, Inc. (“USWC”).  The present matter has already been pend-ing before the Commission for a lengthy period of time.  USWC's motion further delays the time by which the parties must enter into interconnection agreements for the provision of telecommuni-cations service by new providers.  This delay is inconsistent with the competitive purposes of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C. § 151 et. seq.) and State legislation directing competition in the local exchange market (§§ 40-15-501 et. seq., C.R.S.).

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________

Commissioner



( S E A L )


ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith
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