Decision No. C97-674

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-267T

in the matter of the application of mcimetro access transmission services, inc., for a certificate to provide local exchange telecommunications service, notice of intent to exercise operating authority, and certificate of public convenience and necessity.

Order Establishing Hearing Issues
Mailed Date:  July 7, 1997

Adopted Date:  July 3, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

On June 16, 1997, MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc. ("MCI"), filed its Motion to Extend Requirement to Begin Provision of Service by Resale or Through Use of Unbundled Network Elements.  The motion requests that we extend the time by which MCI must offer local exchange telecommunications services to residential and business customers, through the resale of the services of U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), or through purchase of unbundled network elements from USWC.  In Decision No. C97-4, we ordered that MCI begin to provide local exchange service to residential customers on or before July 31, 1997, and to business customers on or before October 15, 1997.  As grounds for its motion to extend the time for compliance with these requirements, MCI alleges that USWC has failed to implement the operational support systems as are necessary for MCI to provide telecommunications service to end-users.

Staff of the Commission ("Staff") filed its response to MCI's motion on June 30, 1997.  USWC has also filed its response.
  By minute order entered at our July 3, 1997 Deliberations Meeting, we assigned the motion and all related issues to an Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") for hearing.  The time for hearing will be set by separate notice.

At the scheduled hearing, the parties, in addition to other matters, shall address the following.  First, the par-ties are directed to address those matters set forth in para-graphs 8(a-u) of Staff's response to MCI's motion.  In particu-lar, MCI and USWC are directed to file and serve the information responsive to paragraphs 8(a-u) of Staff's response by or before noon July 14, 1997.  Second, the parties, including Staff, shall address at hearing potential mechanisms or procedures, including possible incentives or penalties, that the Commission might employ to effectuate competition in the local exchange market.  We are concerned here with both the obligation of USWC to imple-ment operational support systems that permit competing local exchange service to end-users, as well as the obligation of MCI to offer local service to residential and business customers.

We reserve ruling upon MCI's motion pending the hearing in this matter.  Although the ALJ will conduct the evi-dentiary hearing on the motion, we anticipate that the Commission itself will enter the initial decision.  Therefore, MCI and USWC are encouraged to order a transcript of the hearing to expedite a Commission ruling on this matter.

II. ORDER

The Commission Orders That:

The parties are directed to address at hearing those matters discussed above.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING July 3, 1997.
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    �  By this order, we extend the time for a responsive pleading by USWC to July 2, 1997.  Therefore, USWC's response is timely filed.  Additionally, the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) submitted a letter dated June 30, 1997 commenting upon the MCI motion.  Since the OCC is not a party to this case, we consider the letter as public comment upon the issues raised here.
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