Decision No. C97-594

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97R-043T

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED RULES REGARDING AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES PRESCRIBING THE PROCEDURES FOR ADMINISTERING THE COLORADO HIGH COST FUND, 4 CCR 723-41

and

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED RULES REGARDING AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES PRESCRIBING THE PROCEDURES FOR DESIGNATING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AS PROVIDERS OF LAST RESORT or as an ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER, 4 CCR 723-42.

Order Requesting Comments
Mailed Date:  June 9, 1997

Adopted Date:  June 4, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This proceeding concerns, in part, proposed amend-ments to the Rules Prescribing the Procedures for Administering the Colorado High Cost Fund, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 423-41.  On March 13, 1997, the Commission conducted the rulemaking hearing in this matter and allowed interested persons to submit comment regarding potential changes to the above-referenced rules.

2. Docket No. 97M-063T concerns the administration of the Colorado High Cost Fund ("CHCF") and, in particular, the development of a cost model for use by the Commission in the administration of the CHCF.  On May 29, 1997, the parties appeared before the Commission for hearing in Docket No. 97M-063T.  At that hearing, various parties suggested that the pres-ent docket be reopened (i.e., that the Commission schedule and conduct further hearings in the instant case) to allow the par-ies to submit supplemental comment.  Upon consideration of the suggestions of the parties in Docket No. 97M-063T, we conclude that further hearings in this case should be conducted.  To accommodate that conclusion, we will issue a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking ("NOPR") and schedule further hearings in the instant matter.

3. Before issuing the supplemental NOPR, however, we will permit interested persons, including the parties in Docket No. 97M-063T, to submit comment identifying the subjects and issues which should be specifically identified for additional comment in the supplemental notice.  Interested persons may also submit for Commission consideration, proposed rules for inclusion in the supplemental NOPR.  All submissions made pursuant to the instant order shall, in addition to the required number of hard copies, be submitted on computer disk in a format compatible with Microsoft Word or WordPerfect.  In their comments, interested persons may also suggest the specific procedures which the Com-ission should utilize at any new hearings to be conducted in this case (e.g., panel discussions).

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1.  Interested persons shall submit to the Commission additional comment identifying specific subjects and issues, and/or proposed rules which the Commission may include in a sup-plemental notice of proposed rulemaking in this matter.  Such comment shall be filed with the Commission on or before June 16, 1997.  Filing parties shall also submit their comments on com-puter disk in a format compatible with Microsoft Word or WordPerfect.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING June 4, 1997.
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