Decision No. C97-498

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-582T
IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT APPLICATION OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND SOUTH PARK TELEPHONE COMPANY TO TRANSFER SERVICE TERRITORY
ORDER GRANTING Stipulation for extension of time

Mailed Date:  May 16, 1997

Adopted Date:  May 14, 1997

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 28, 1997, South Park Telephone Company (“South Park”), U S WEST Communications Inc., and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado filed a stipulation for extension of time in this proceeding.  The par-ties originally entered into a stipulation regarding a certifi-cate of public convenience and necessity for South Park to serve near Hartsel, Colorado. This stipulation was conditioned upon the occurrence of three events:  1) local government approval; 2) approval for expedited participation in Federal Universal Service Funds (“USF”); and 3) approval and actual funding from Rural Utility Service to build the facilities.

2. South Park’s counsel states that the expedited participation in USF should be known by October 1997 and approval of the Basic Exchange Telecommunications Radio Service (“BETRS”) system for which it would provide local service should be known within 90 days. The previous stipulation provided for a one-year time frame to resolve the three issues, however, it does not appear that this will occur.  The parties seek an extension of time until South Park receives response from the Federal Communi-cations Commission on the USF funding and the BETRS system.

3. Now being duly advised in the premises, the stipu-lation will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Stipulation for Extension of Time filed by South Park Telephone Company, U S WEST Communications Inc., and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado is granted.  

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING May 14, 1997.
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ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY



____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________




R. BRENT ALDERFER
________________________________
Commissioners

CHAIRMAN ROBERT J. HIX

ABSENT, BUT CONCURRING.
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